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Theme3: The delivery o system of testingyutbreak management
and seHisolation

ExecutiveSummary
In accordance with the terms of reference for Portfdlidhis report focuses on theme 3he
{O02G0AaK 3A20SNYyYSyiQa RStEAGSNE 2F | &eadSy

isolation. The scope of the report is to provide information about the key events, key
people/organisations and key documentation to assist the Scottish Inquiry with their
investigation.

A detailed analysis is presented, including sources of informationekerytsand decisions
anda list ofquestions and issues that the Inquiry may wish to explorexddition, a detailed
appendix table with the information for each key event is include®etails of our
methodology are provided in the appendix.

The key sulthemesthat emerged for this theme includ&.1the timing and evolution of the
Scottish Go v e-9n testimgt and co@@adtV trabing strategjes3.2 the
implementation of these strategies.3 the impact of decisions about testing on the most
vulnerable.

The potential questions for the Inquiry to consider are:

{O0200GAaK D2@SNYyYSydQa GSaiday3a +FyR O2ydal Od aN
3.1.1Timingofstrategy The Scottish Government’'s Framew
not published until 23 April 2020, a month after theuodry had gone into lockdown. The
testing strategy was not published until 4 May 2020. Would it have been feasible to
develop a strategy sooner? What steps can be taken to ensure that the Scottish
Government has an outline testing plan and scalablengsnfrastructure ready, should
there be a resurgence or a future pandemic?

3.1.2Transition to living with COVIR9: On 22 February 202he Scottish Government
announced that the country would soon transition from a pandemic response strategy to a
longe-term strategy where COVAD®D is an endemic diseas&Vhat ethical issueshould be
taken into account in decisions about when and how to phase out free mass tasting

other pandemic control responses, and about how to balance the four harms? What
infrastructure will be put in place to monitor the effectiveness of the lorgem strategy?

Implementation of the strategy

3.2.1Inadequate testing capacityScotland (and the UKpd early warning ate likely
impact of the pandemic, as it unfolded in I&ebruary and early March in Ital§ould the
Scottish Government have acted sooner to mobifidditional testing capacity? What, if
any, attempts were made during February and March 2020 to enlist the support of
commercial and university laboratori@sScotlan® What challenges were identified and
how could they have been overcoméNd the Scottish Government capitalise on capacity
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among groups with expertise in Scotland? For example, there was willingness, capacity and
expertise across Scottish unredies which was not used, particularly early on, when
capacity was very low.

3.2.2Use of testing as an alternative to sakolation: Selfisolation requirements had
significant impacts on the economgn livelihoods (particularly for people not eligildbr

financial supportand on chil dren’s school attendance.

introduced earlier as an alternative to s&blation for lowrisk contacts to reduce the
economic and educational impactsPow were the different benefits and haws assessed
and balanced in making these decisions?

3.2.3Uncertain access to testing in the futurédow will testing be funded after the UK
Government ends free mass COMI®testing on 1 April 20223ow will this affect different
groups of the populatin?

3.2.4Relative effectiveness of different testing strategieslow effective were specific

testing strategies at different times and for different populations (for example, mobile PCR
testing in hotspots, LFD testing for students in December 2021, [atjmun-wide access to
LFDs)? Were the right kinds of tests made available to the right people at the right times
and in the right places? Could testing resources have been deployed differently/more
effectively?

325¢Said FyR t NERUGS O iraciag sgeen)Hdoweietidie washys syisténd at
hel ping control the pandemic in Scotland?
protection teams, and run by the NHS, used a very different model to the outsourced
approach adopted in England. Whatneghe strengths and weaknesses of this approach?
How did it perform compared to the English modé&®d the approach taken in Scotland
engender greater public trustPlow responsive was it to peaks in transmission? Test and
Protect was planned and orgeed centrally but delivered locally, by teams with public
health expertise and local knowledge. Was there sufficient coordination between the
centre and local tean®sWhat are the views of people working to deliver the system at local
and central level™How effective was Public Health Scotland at providing guidance and
support? Will there be some lasting legacy, in terms of the increased capacity that now
exists in local teams? What level of increased capacity is sustainable and needs to be
sustainedm the mediumto-long term? What evidence needs to be generated/analysed to
answer these questions?

S

3.2.6Protect Scotland (proximity trackingapp) How ef fecti ve was Scot |l

tracking app at reducing virus transmissiowhat are the privacyssues with this approach
and how were they dealt with and prioritised?

Protecting the vulnerable

3.3.1Testing to protect the vulnerableAccording to a BBC report from April 2021, of the
10,000 COVH29 deaths in Scotland at that point, around one thiappened in care

homes. Clearly, considering the level of mortality in care homes, this is a major issue for the
Inquiry to explore.What lessons can be learned, both about testing capacity and about
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testing prioritisation? To what extent did health caned public health ethics play into the
decisionmaking here? Was the social care sector adequately represented on advisory and
decisionmaking bodies? How were harms weighed up against each other? When was it
clear that mortality rates in care homes mebecoming high and that care homes were
becoming key sites of transmission from hospitals?

Introduction

This is one chapter of a broader portfolio of work examining the public sector response to the

COVIBL9 pandemic in Scotland, the purpose of which is to assist the Inquiry in structuring its

investigation of this complex subject. The focus of thischaptdére Scotti sh gover nmen
of a system of testing, outbreak management and-isaifation.

Findings

This paper explorethree subthemes. These are: the Scottish Gove
contacttracing strategy; the implementation of that stiegy; and the impaabn vulnerable

people of strategic decisions about testifgachsection starts with a brief overview of the

subtheme. There is then a timeline, highlighting key events and decisidhss is followed

by more detailed analysis of késsues.Finally, we suggest potential questions that the

Inquiry might wish to consider further.

A4

Subtheme3.1{ O2 0 GA &K D2@SNYYSyiQa G4SadAy3a FyR (
Overview

This section describes the @€WtW19testingpand of t he
contact tracing strategy. Key points for consideration are firstly, whether Scotland could

have been better prepared at the start of the pandemic in terms of planning, testing

capacity and infrastructure. Secondly, as we transitionad the pandemic, questions arise

as to how quickly this should happen and based on what criteria.

Scotl and’s overall p a n d-&29mHracnevwork foreDecgsigny |0s s et
Making. This was first published 88 April 202Gand updated or23 February 202122

June 202-and22 February 2022 The strategic aims have changed as the pandemic has

evolved, and as new tools, such as vaccination, have becenaeial ab | e . Scot !l an
strategy is one el ement of this overall pand
testing strategy is laid out in three documents:

1 Coronavirus (COVADR): test, trace, isolate, support strategyublished on 4 May
2020. Coronavirus (COVDD): Sotland's testing strategyadapting to the
pandemi¢ published on 17 August 2020.

1 Coronavirus (COWAL)- testing strateqgy: update March 2021 published on 17
March 2021.

The strategy usedifferent types of COVHD9 tests that work in different ways and provide
different types of information, although their uses often overlap and hdereeloped
throughout the epidemic. There is a good explainere. In summary:
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/progress-and-the-state-of-the-epidemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-june-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-june-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-february-2022/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-testing-strategy-adapting-pandemic/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-testing-strategy-adapting-pandemic/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/pages/2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-rapid-point-of-care-near-person-testing-for-service-providers/covid-19-summary-guidance-for-service-providers-on-rapid-point-of-care-near-person-tests-for-diagnosis-and-management

1 Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testdicate whether there is viral genetic
material present in the tested specimen. PCR tests are most commonly used for
symptomatic testing (to detect whether someone with CO¥fsymptoms actually
has thedisease). They can also be used to test people who do not have symptoms,
for example to ensure that health and care workers, people baamwitted to
hospital,people being discharged from hospital into care homes and international
travellers coming intdéhe country are free of disease.

1 Antigen tests such as lateral flow devices for antigens (LifDicate whether a
person has the virus now and is likely to be infectious to others. They are used
primarily in asymptomatic people to check whether theywédhe virus before
mixing with others (e.qg., visiting relatives in a care home, going to work or school,
going to a nightclub). More recently, their use has been extended to allow
relaxation of some restrictiondor example as an alternative to proof of vaccination
or seltisolation)

1 Tests for coronavirus antibodieimdicate whether a person has immunity to COVID
19 (either from having the disease or from vaccination). These are blood tests,
which are primaity used for disease surveillance (to track the proportion of the
population who have immunity to the disease).

1 Whole genome sequencin@nalysing the whole genome of the virus) is used to
identify and tracknew variants of the virus.

Key events and desibns

1 KeyDecision On 15 March 2020, Scotl and moved f
“del ay” phase of the pandemi c. Hospital p
prioritised for testing, leaving limited capacity for testing and suppressing
transmission in te community, including care homes (Se#er to health boards
from CMOSAGE 15 13-Mar-20).

1 On3 April2020the Scottish Government announcéatgets for increasing access to
testing for these prioritised groups.

1 On23 April 202Ghe Scottish Government published its overall pandemic strategy,
Coronavirus (COVADD): framework for decision making.

1 Key DecisionOn4 May 2020the Scottish Government launched its Test, trace,
isolate, support strategy.

1 On28 May 2020the Scottish Government launched the Test and Protect
programme, to putlie strategy into operation.

1 Key DecisionOn31 July 2020the Scottish Government announdéhe
development of a proximity tracking apfo enable the identification of strangers
with whom a case has come into close contact

1 Key DecisionOn17 August 2020the Scottish Government updated its testing
strategy

1 On 23 February 202the Scottish Government updated its CO\MDframework for
decision making.



https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020/sage-15-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/first-minister-covid-19-update-9/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-app-development/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/progress-and-the-state-of-the-epidemic/

1 On23 October 202@ Clinical and Scientific Review of the Testingt&tpavas

publishel.

1 Key DecisionOn17 March 2021the Scottish Government updated its testing

strategy again.

1 On22 June 202the Scottish Government agaupdated its COVHR9 framework
for decision making.

Test, trace, isolate, support strategy, N:&20
On4 May 2020 the Scottish Government launched its Coronavirus (CQY)xest, trace,
isolate, support strategyl'he strategy is operationalised through thest and Protect
programme, launched on 28 May 2020 and led\hyS ScotlandTest and Protect ainie
test, trace, isate and support people with COVID and their close contacts (figuig.

Contact tracing is organised differently in Scotland than in England. In England, it is
organised at the national level through NHS Test and Trace. Each day, laboratories report
positive COVIEL9 test results to Public Health England (PHE), which aggregates and
forwards all case information to NHS Test and Trace. NHS Test and Trace contracts all

elements of their tracing operations to private companies [1].

In Scotland, contaatdres

delivered by health protection professionals in teams in local NHS health boards,
coordinated centrally by the National Contact Tracing CefNi€TC), which is managed by
NHS National Services Scotland (NHS R8BIjc Health Scotland also hasoéer through
developing guidelines, digital systems and training resources [2].

Identify people with
symptoms consistent
with COVID-19 and ask
them to self-isolate

Rapid testing to identify
cases

Identify and trace close
contacts of cases

Support self-isolation of
cases (for at least 7 days)
and close contacts (14
days)

People reporting symptoms
consistent with COVID-19
are asked to self-isolate
and a test is arranged.

Testing enables those who
do not have COVID-19 to
be released from self-
isolation, and contact
tracing to continue for
positive cases.

All cases are asked to self-
identify close contacts, and
are able to access
telephone support.

For low risk cases, all close
contacts are provided with
advice to self-isolate.

[ ]

f

For high risk and complex
cases specialist risk
assessment and support to
identify close contacts is
available. ]

)

Some cases and close
contacts will be able to self-
isolate easily

%WM

QOthers will need support to
isolate.
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework-update-june-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/10/

The immediatestrategic priority was to build testing and contact tracing capacity, both of
which were severely limited at the start of the pandemic (explored in detail in the next
section). A key document for the Inquiry to review is a report of a Health and Sport
Committee Evidence Session on testing, which took plac dviay 2020

In addtion, the strategy aimedio enhance the digital infrastructureupporting the work of
contacttracing teams The Digital Health and Care Institut#ere engaged to develop a
web-based toolaccessible on smartphones or computers, whiguld allow peopleto

input details oftheir close contact$or sendingdirectly and securely to contact tracing
teams significantly impreing the efficiency and effectiveness of contact tracing processes
(figure2).

The test, trace, isolate, support strategy also included plans for a proximity tracking app
based on Bluetooth technology, to identify strangers with whom a case has comelase
contact (for example, on public transport). The UK Government commissidr&dto

develop an app for this purpose. The Scottish Government statiglthin2020that it was
seeking greater involvement in the development of the UK app, particularly to ensure that it

woul d dovetail with Scot |Scotlahd evenmalypdelopgcc h t o ¢
its own app, using a different technological approach to UK Government app. This is
described in mothethet di |l i mpdemehBabi on of th
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https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12662&mode=pdf
https://www.scotland.org/business/conferences-in-scotland/legends/health/dhi-scottish-digital-health-and-care-landscape
https://www.nhsx.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/6/

C—re— NHS face-te-face or
virtual assessment

MH3 Inform self-help guide
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= B N MHS Data Visualisation
Data Exchange Layer -
NHS | ] ;!'
WHS Public Health Teams
Conbachs & Symptoms
& I
o * []
et
SMS notification Tracing “ Tracking
of test result contacts symiptams
If symptoms worsen
SMS invitation to SMS invitation to then escalate
trace contacts track symptoms through MHS Inform
self-help guide
- .

Figure3.2: DHI Digital Tool

Testing Bategy updateAugust 2020
On17 AugusR020 the Scottish Governmenfpdated its testing strategysettingout five
testing priorities:

1 Testing people with symptoms;

1 Fnding cases proactively through contact tracing and testing in outbreaks;

1 Routine symptomatic and asymptomatic testing to peot the vulnerable and
prevent outbreaks in highisk settings, such as care homes;

1 Supporting direct patient care (to ensure the correct diagnosis of patients with
COVIBL9 symptoms and to support safe patient care within the NHS);

1 Gonducting surveillace to monitor transmission and better understand the disease.

Testing strategy update, March 2021

On17 March 2021the Scottish Government updated its testing strategy agallgwing
publication ofan updatetoSc ot | and’ s St ond3 Felguay 20B&mdame wo r k
Clinical and Scientific Review of the Testing Strategllished or23 October 2020 This
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/11/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/progress-and-the-state-of-the-epidemic/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf

update i

dent i fi
pandemic (Figure 3):
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reasons

f

or testi

ng,

i Testing to diagnosand to enable rapid tracing and isolation of potential cases

1 Testing to cardtesting hospital admissions and people being discharged from
hospitals to care homes)

1 Testing to protecthose most vulnerable to severe harm (routine testing in care
homes anchospitals for the prompt identification and isolation of cases)

1 Testing to findasymptomatic cases that would otherwise be undetected

1 Testing to support the resilience of essential servig¢esy., to support the safe

return to school and higher education)
i Testing to monitor(disease surveillance).

HARM 1:
Suppress the virus,
protecting against the
direct and tragic harm to
your health.

TEST TO DIAGNOSE

TEST TO CARE

The testing of people with
symptoms supports rapid isolation
of those diagnosed with COVID-19
and contact tracing to limit further
spread.

Testing to support clinical care in
healthcare settings supports early
diagnosis and appropriate care
pathways.

HARM 2:
Support broader health,
protecting our health
and social care services,
and your health and
wellbeing.

TEST TO PROTECT

TEST TO FIND

Routine testing in certain
workforces and settings (including
healthcare and social care settings)
identifies cases that would not
otherwise be found, enabling
people to isolate and avoid
transmitting the virus to those
most vulnerable to severe harm.

This routine testing supports the
reduction of outbreaks which
mitigates risk of spillover to
community transmission.

HARM 3:
Mitigate social harms,
protecting against
broader harms to your
way of life.

TEST TO FIND

TEST TO SUPPORT

Testing supports active case finding
where there has been known
exposure or increased risk (e.g.
close contacts). 1 in 3 people who

are infected do not show symptoms.

Targeted community testing can
support active case finding and
reduce community transmission.

Routine testing can add an
additional layer of risk reduction
and confidence in workforces &
communities - e.g. in schools,
mitigating harm from disruption of
education.

Figure3.3: Testing strategy: mitigating four harms

Framework for decision making update, February 2022
On 22 February 2022, the Scottish Government announced an update to its overarching
COVIBL9 strategy, with a shift in focus from suppressing cases to recovery, management of
the virus and building resilience, as the virus moves into the endemic phHse strategic
priorities of Test and Protect will now be to:

1 Protect the most vulnerable and those at highest clinical risk
Support patient care
Monitor disease prevalence
Respond to outbreaks
Scale as required for future health threats.

= =4 -8 A
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HARM 4:
Support the economy;,
protecting against the
devastating impact for

business.

TEST TO SUPPORT

TEST TO MONITOR

Routine testing to support the
maintenance of essential services
includes private sector workplace
testing in certain sectors where
outbreaks are common and where
disruption has severe ecanomic
and social impacts.

Surveillance testing informs
decisions on opening up the
economy.


https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/pages/2/

The Scottish Govement announced that it will publish a more detailed Test and Protect
plan in March 2022, which will set out long term surveillance arrangements, details of
scalable contingency infrastructure and provision of testing to support patient care and
protect the clinically vulnerable.

In the meantime, there will be a transition phase, during which access to PCR and LFD
testing will be supported. People with symptoms are still advised to book a PCR test and
people testing positive are still advised to selblate. Contact tracing and advice and

support to people who are sei$olating will continue.There will be a gradual scaling back

of routine asymptomatic testing, with a reduction in the recommended frequency of testing,
in line with clinical advice andsk assessments. At the end of the transition period, it is
likely that contact tracing and isolation will focus on higdk settings.

The surveillance plan will include ongoing participation in thesitle ONS COVALD®

Infection Survey, a wastewateunweillance programme with the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA) and Scottish Water, whole genome sequencing surveillance in
collaboration with UKHSA and international partners and an enhancement of existing
epidemiological surveillance systeimsprimary and secondary care.

Potential questions for the Inquiry to consider

3.1.1 Timingof strategyT he Scotti sh Government’'s Framewo
not published until 23 April 2020, a month after the country had gone into lockdown.
Thetesting strategy was not published until 4 May 2028ould it have been
feasible to develop a strategy sooner? What steps can be taken to ensure that the
Scottish Government has an outline testing plan and scalable testing infrastructure
ready, should tere be a resurgence or a future pandemic?

3.1.2 Transition to living with COVIE19: On 22 February 202Re Scottish Government
announced that the country would soon transition from a pandemic response
strategy to a longeterm strategy where COVAI® is an endemic diseas&vhat
ethical issueshould be taken into account in decisions about when and how to
phas out free mass testingnd other pandemic control responseand about how
to balance the four harn®s What infrastructure will be put in place to monitor the
effectiveness of the longeerm strategy?

Subtheme 3.2:1mplementation of the strategy

Overviav
This section descri bes ho-W tdstingandcontatcttraciesgh Go v e
strategy was i mpl emented. Key points for co

at the start of the pandemic; the use of testing as an alternativeetbisolation; uncertainty

about the accessibility of testing in the shad mediumterm; the relative effectiveness of

different testing modalities for different purposes; and the effectiveness of Test and Protect
(Scotland’ s cont ®cotecaciScgtspnsadem)Scand and’ s

At the start of the pandemic, Scotland, in common with the rest of the UK, had inadequate
testing and contact tracing capacity. This had profound implications for our response to the
pandemic. Lackafapaci ty chall enged the Scottish Gov
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swiftly isolate potential cases and thus suppress transmission. Difficult decisions had to be
made about how to prioritise scarce resources. Testing capacity (two thirds providbd by t
UK Government and one third by the Scottish Government) increased steadily from April
2020 onwards, allowing the Scottish Government to expand access to testing.

Key events and decisions

1 KeyDecision On 15 March 2020, Sconelnatnd tnoo vtehde f
“del ay” phase of the pandemi c. Hospital p
prioritised for testing, leaving limited capacity for testing and suppressing
transmission in the community, including care homes (séer to health boards
from CMOSAGE 15 13-Mar-20).

1 On3 April 2020he Scottish Government announcéatgets for increasing accegs
testing for these prioritised groups.

1 At the start of the pandemic, Scotland had the capacity to processooms50
tests per day.

T Onl May 202@he Scottish Government announced that daily testing capacity had
reached 8,350, exceeding targets. This consisted of 4,350 NHS tests (in laboratories
in all 14 health boards) and 4000 from the-GKvernment funded Glasgow
Lighthouse Laboratory. As a result, eligibility for testing was expanded to include
enhanced outbreak investigation and surveillance testing in care homes;
symptomatic testing of all over 65s and their family members; symptomatic testing
of people unabled work from home and their families.

1 By4 May 202(NHS Scotland testing capacity was 4,350 samples a day.

1 Two thousand additional contact trang staff were recruited in time for the launch
of Test and Protect in May 2020.

1 On28 May 2020the Scottish Government launched the Test and Protect
programme. This provided PCR testing at dtiweugh centres. Samples were
processed at NHS laboratories and private laboratories contracted through the UK
Government PCR testing programme.

1 On18 June 2020the UK Government abandoned the development of their initial
proximity tracking app because of technical problems.

T On31 July 2020the Scottish Government announced the development of a
proximity tracking app (“Protect Scotl and
contact with another app user who has tested positive for the virus. The app uses
different technology from the app initially developed by the UK Government.

1 On25 August 202the Scottish Government announced that work had begun to set
up thefirst of eleven walkhrough testing sites to increase both the capacity and the
accessibility of testing.

1 On26 August 2020the Scottish Government announced a £6.76 million deal with
UK-based life sciences company LumiraDx to supply enhanced testing capacity
particularly suited to meeting testing needs in more remote locations.

1 SinceSeptenber 2020 Scotland has participated in the COMMInfection Survey, a
Ukwide surveillance survey conducted by the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
and the University of Oxford.
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020/sage-15-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/first-minister-covid-19-update-9/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084813/
https://www.gov.scot/news/testing-expansion/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/pages/5/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-and-protect/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-53095336
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-app-development/
https://www.gov.scot/news/increasing-capacity-and-accessibility-of-testing/
https://www.gov.scot/news/12-minute-covid-tests/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ons-covid-19-infection-survey-information/

On30 September 202Ghe Scottish Government launched a £500-&slfation

Support Grant, which aimed to help those who would lose income if they needed to
selfisolate.

ByOctober 2020an average of around 30,000 PCR tests a day were being
processed, approximately one third by NHS Scotland laborator$vamthirds by

the UK Government testing programme.

On11 November 202the Scottish Government announced plans for a C&ID
student testing scheme, which aimeddapport the safe return of up to 80,000
students ahead of the winter break.

On7 December 202¢he Selflsolation Support Granwas extended to include a

wider group of people

On15 December 202Ghe Scottish Government announced the opening of the first
of three regional laboratory hubssetp t o i ncrease Scotl and’ s
On23 December 202the Scottish Government announced investment in
wastewater sampling undertaken by the ScsitiEnvironmental Protection Agency
(SEPA) and Scottish Water to track COVID prevalence.

By the end of December 2020, Scotland had a maximum testing capacity of more
than 68,000 tests per day [3]. The Audit Scotland report does not specify whether
this wastotal testing capacity or PCR testing capacity.

Attheend of 2020T e st and P r ocongact tracingSystenwasaopidg s
wel |l , achi evi ng dftaeng il Sdlain§d¥%eohctote womtacks
within 3 days of a case being confirmed [3].

In January 2021local authorities in areas with high coronavirus prevalence were
invited to submit proposals for community and school testing initiatives.

By the end of January 2021, daily testing capacity was 77,000, the majority (64 %)
provided by the UK Government [3]. Again, it is not clear whether this refers to total
or PCR testing capagi

On2 February 202the Selflsolation Support Grant was extended further.
FromFelruary 2021 a partnership between the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service
(SFRS), Argyll and Bute Council, Highland Council, and NHS Highland made testing
available from 21 fire stations across Highland and Argyll & Bute to increase access
to testing in remoe and rural areas.

Onl7 March202Scot |l and’ s updated national test.i
investment in 2021/22 to establish a genomic sequencing service to track new
COVIBL9 variants.

When schools fully reopened in April 202hjldren and school staff were

encouraged to dawice weekly LFD tests (Deputy First Minister statemelfis,
February 202-and8 March 2021).

By26 April 2021 everyone in Scotland was able to access rapid asymptomatic
testing, using antigeivased lateral flow devices (LFD), either ordered online or
collected from a pharmacy.



https://www.gov.scot/news/new-grant-for-those-self-isolating/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2020/10/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/documents/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-the-scottish-government-testing-strategy/govscot%3Adocument/Clinical%2Band%2BScientific%2BReview%2Bof%2Bthe%2BScottish%2BGovernment%2BTesting%2BStrategy.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-students-home-safely-at-end-of-term/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-can-claim-self-isolation-support-grant/
https://www.gov.scot/news/first-regional-hub-laboratory-goes-live/
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-testing-to-be-introduced-from-january/
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-testing-to-be-introduced-from-january/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-supported-to-self-isolate/
https://www.gov.scot/news/fire-station-testing-expansion-complete/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-deputy-first-ministers-statement-19-february-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-deputy-first-ministers-statement-19-february-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-deputy-first-ministers-statement-8-march-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/news/regular-rapid-testing-for-everyone/

1 From the beginning of 2021 until mMay, Test and Protect continued to perform
well, with over 90% of index cases consistently contacted withinad2ds, and most
cases being closed within 48 hours.

1 ByJuly 202Ja surge in cases driven by the Delta variant meant that Test and Protect
was contacting recordumbers of people a day, putting the system under pressure.
Additional staff were deployed and systems were streamlined.

1 On9 July 202]1Ascensos, described in a SaditGovernment announcement as one
of Test and Protect’s “existing commerci a
agency seeking to avoid laying off staff, agreed to provide 100 additional staff to
support contact tracing. Additional contact tracingriix staff were also mobilised.

1 Test and Protect processes were further streamlinedém\ugust 20210 help cope
with case numbers

1 In the first week ofNovember 2021226,000 PCR tests were conducted.

1 On25November 2021 Health Secretary Humza Yousaf announced a funding
commitment of £33.1 million to keep Scotland's contact tracing workforce in place
until September 2022.

1 In the first week oflanuary 2022452,000 tests were conducted.

Inadequate testing capacity at the start of the pandemic

At the start of the pandemic, Scotland, in common with the rest of the UK, had inadequate

testing capaity. Before commercial testing platforms became available, NHS National

Services Scotland (NSS) usests developedn-house based on protocols published by the

World HealthOrganisation. Initially, onlg50tests could be processed per dayScotland,

split between NHS laboratories in Edinburgh and Glasdosufficient testing capacity was
notjustanisse i n Scotland: in early February 2020
capacity was limited and could not be substantially increased during the winter influenza

season $AGE 4 04-Febk20).

Given the ease and speed with which the viru
scientific advisers (SAGE) judged that it wouldb®feasible to contain the virus using

contact tracing, once weekly numbers of new cases exceed¢se8BAGE 4 04-Feb20,

SAGE 8 18-Feb20, SAGE 9 20-Feb20, PHE 1ZFeb20, PHE 26reb20).

Inadequate testing capacity continued to be an acute issue across the UK throughout March

and April, although progress was startilmgbe made (se&AGE 16 16-Mar-20, SAGE 1%

18-Mar-20, SAGE 18 23-Mar-20, SAGE 19 26-Mar-20, SAGE 22 02-Apr-20, SAGE 24

09-Apr-20, SAGE 26 16-Apr-20and related papers)In an interview for the Guardian

newspaper or26 February 2022 Engl and’ s Chi ef Me daictlaal Of f i c
if he could choose one issue that would have
it would beto have speeded up the development of testing capacity early in the pandemic.

He pointed to Germany as an example of a country which had managkaittos

successfully
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084813/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084813/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020/sage-4-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020/sage-4-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-february-2020/sage-8-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-20-february-2020/sage-9-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-20-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-recommendations-on-the-continuing-use-of-case-identification-contact-tracing-and-case-and-contact-isolation-cci-management-to-mitigate-the-imp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-when-to-stop-contact-tracing-developing-triggers-from-phe-systems-20-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-march-2020/sage-16-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020/sage-17-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020/sage-17-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-23-march-2020/sage-18-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-23-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-march-2020/sage-19-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020/sage-22-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020/sage-24-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020/sage-24-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-april-2020/sage-26-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-april-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/26/patrick-vallance-chris-whitty-best-bits-covid?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other

Buildingtestingcapacity

When it became clear that an expansion of testing capacity would be required on a massive

scale, the UK Government sought the involvement of private laboratories and funded seven
“Lighthouse Labs” across t hfendedpartmeshipywith These
universities and pharmaceutical companies. The Glasgow Lighthouse Lab (which opened in

April 2020), is a university laboratory that has been repurposed to process @Ogilabs,

using Glasgow University equipment. The laboratory processesftem around the UK,

but there is a guaranteed daily number of tests reserved for the Scottish populdfios UK
Government also provides a network of drive through and walk in sites across the country

and funds test kits deUKiGovernnent testiog systenogatere ” s h o
mostly for people with COVHD9 symptoms and close contacts of people who have tested

positive.lt now delivers around two thirds of COVID testing in ScotlandThe remaining

third of testing is done by NHS ScotlanThe NHS is responsible for testing in care homes

and in hospitals, including symptomatic and routine asymptomatic testing of residents,

patients and staff [4].

Figure 4 shows the number of tests conducted daily in Scotland and the daily testing

capadty for April 2020- January 2021. By thHe=ginning of Maw,350 samples a day were

being processed and over the next few months, testing capatyld steadily increase.

Daily testing data is availabtere. On25 August 202the Scottish Government announced

that work had begun to set up the first of eleven wéhkough testing sites planned to be up

and running before winter to increase both the capacity and the accessibility of te€ding.

26 August 202(the Scottish Government announced a £6.76 million deal witih&i€d life

sciences company LumiraDx to supply enhanced testing capacity particularly suited to

meeting testing needsiimore remote locations. Bgctober 2020 an average of around

30,000 tests a day were being processed, approximately one third by NHS Scotland

laboratories and two thirds by the UK Government testing programme [3]150necember

2020, the Scottish Government announced the opening of the first of three regional

| aboratory hubs set up to increase Scotland’
hubs was led by National Services Scotland (NSS). The Glasgow (West) hubriaisorato

managed by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. The other two sites are Foresterhill in

Aberdeen (North) and Lauriston Place in Edinburgh (East). By the end of December 2020,
Scotland had a maximum testing capacity of more than 68,000 tests per dayexééesled

the Scottish Government’'s target of 65,000 s
2021, daily testing capacity was 77,000, the majority (64 %) provided by the UK Government

[3].
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Exhibit 1

Covid-19 testing capacity and total tests carried out from April 2020 to January 2021

The Scottish Government achieved its target to have capacity for 65,000 tests per day by the end of
December 2020. The number of tests carried out has not yet increased in line with the additional capacity

80
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Tests (Thousand)

May Jung July Aug Sep Oet MNov Dec Jan

. Total tests Testing capacity

Motes:

1. In June 2020, Public Health Scotland and the Scottish Government began reporting total capacity as 'NHS Scotland capacity plus full
capacity of the Glasgow Lighthouse lab'.

2. In August 2020, total capacity was calculated as NHS Scotland capacity plus a population share of the total UK lighthouse lab network.
3. Capacity data from 21 April to 11 October 2020 was reported by Public Health Scotland. Capacity data from 12 October was reported
by NHS NSS and NHS England. Scotland's share of UK Government testing capacity is included from 30 June.

Source: Scottish Government and Public Health Scotland

Figure3.4: COVIEL9 testing capacity and total testarried out, April 2020 to January 2021.
SourceAudit Scotland, 2021

Building contact tracing capacity

Contact tracing was also rapidly scaled up in the early morfttteegpandemic. Two

thousand additional contact tracers, drawn from health boards, local authority
environmental health teams and other NHS services, were rapidly recruited or redeployed in
time for the launch of Test and Protect in May 2020 [3]. Theseskitled roles: contact

tracers not only gather data but must also conduct careful risk assessment and provide
active support to those who are se#folating.

Att he end of 2020, the contact tracing systen
sucessful COVHR9 contacttracing operation, endorsed by SAGE, is to trace and

guarantine 80% of close contacts within 3 days of a case being confiAéaH 32 01-

May-20). Audit Scotland found that between November 2020 and January 2021, enough

contacts of people testing positive with Co\iiél were traced for the system to work

effectively [3].

In the first half of 2021, contact tracing continued to be a high performing aspect of
Scotl and’ s r €8, poasistergly performi@gonéll within the #bur endto-

end WHO criteria for closing contact tracing cases. From the beginning of 20hidn

May, over 90% of index cases were consistently contacted within 24 hours, and most cases
were closed within 48 hours. However, a surge in cases driven by the Delta variant, first
detected in India in late 2020, meant that Test and Protect wasaminig record numbers

of people a day byuly 2021 putting the system under pressur€o ensure that high risk
caseqthose most likely to lead to further transmission of the virwgye prioritised, SMS
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https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/publications/nhs-in-scotland-2020
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text messages were introduced for levgk cases, with direct telephone calls continuing to

be used for the most highisk cases. Individuals were encouraged to compdedaital

contact tracing form, to enable contact tracers to triage cases in this T¥a/National

Contact Tracing Centre also broughtatditional surge workforce capacity response On

9 July 2021Health Secretary Humza Yousaf announced that Motheitvaeled call centre
f)mAscensos, described as one of Test and Proc
arrangement with Barrhead Travel to accelerate and augrttentapacity they were

providing to the contact tracing system by 100 staff. The impact of CO/¢ib the travel
industry meant that Barrhead Travel were keen to find ways of preserving jobst[Bje A

same time, dditional contact tracing bank statbntinued to be brought on board and

existing bank staff mobilise@urther modifications to streamline processes were

introduced on24 August 202JAccording to a news report, therangement with Ascensos

and Barrhead Travel was partly to enable NHS staff (redeployed from other roles early in the
pandemic) to return to their original roles and partly to expand the contact tracing

workforce [5]. At her briefing oB1 October 2021the First Minister insisted that contact

tracing was not being outsourced to these companies, but that staff were recruited from the
private sector to work in the NHS system.

On25 November 2021Health Secretary Humza Yousaf announced a funding commitment

of £33.1 million to keep Scotland's contact tracing vior&e in place until September 2022.
This investment secured almost 500 posts at local health boards around the country, as well
as additional core tracing staff at the National Contact Centre (NCC) and additional capacity
from private suppliers to meet avand surges and ensure continuity in staffing levélsrk

isnow underwayto identify the longesterm strategic approach to contact tracing.

Protect Scotland: contact tracing app

To complement thé h u meontdct tracing system, ol July 2020the Scottish

Government announakthe development of groximity trackingapp( “* Pr ot ect Scot |
whichalerts users if they have been in contact with another app uwder has tested

positive for the virus.It wasdeveloped byNearform who developed similar apps for

Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Gibraltar, and laeched onl0 September

2020

Protect Scotlandises a different technological approach from the proximity tracking app
initially developed by the UK governmeroth appsuse Bluetooth proximity tracking
technology however, the X Government app uses a centralised approach, whridmitises
data availability to health services over user privagye Protect Scotland app uses a
decentralised approagtwhichprioritises user privacy [6].0n 18 June 202Ghe UK
Governmentabandonedhe development of their initial appecause of technical problems.

On28 October 2020the Scottish Government announced iateroperability agreement,
with Northern Ireland and Jersewhich meant that thdrotect Scotland apwould
automatically work in thosécatiorns and the Northern Ireland and Jersey apps would
automatically work in Scotland. GnNovenber 2020 the Scottish Government announced
aninteroperability agreement with England and Wafesthe Protect Scotland app.
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https://www.ukauthority.com/articles/scotland-northern-ireland-and-jersey-make-covid-apps-interoperable/
https://www.gov.scot/news/protect-scotland-app-compatible-with-english-and-welsh-app/

A study which assessed user views of nine European national apps using a commercial app
review analytics tool to extract and nar89,425 user reviews found that users were

generally dissatisfied with the nine apps, except for the Scottish "Protect Scotland” app [7].
Nevertheless, by July 202fewer than half the pople who had downloaded Protect

Scotland were actively using it (about 950,000 active users despite being downloaded more
than two million times). Figures from Scottish Government indicated that 50,000 people
stopped using the app durintuly 2021 with the number of active users dropping to

902,000.

Expandingiccesgo testing

As testing capacity increased, it was possibleantemplateasymptomatic testing at scale,
targeted atparticular groupsworkplacesr geographic areasOn11 November 202the
Scottish Government announced plans for a C@\dBtudent testing scheme using
antigenbased LFDs, which aimed to support the safe return of up to 80,000 students ahead
of the winter break (see als®AGE 54 01-Sep20, SAGE 69 19-Now20, SPIM-O: COVID

19: Notes on the festive period, 19 November 2D20n25 November 2020Health

Secretary Jeane Freeman announced plans for an expansion in asymptomatic LFD testing for
hospital patients, health and social care staff, and communities in areas of the country with
a high prevalence of COVID. Followingsuccessful trialin early December 2020, the
Scottish Government announced that local authorities in areas with high coronavirus
prevalence woulde invited to submit proposals for community and school testing

initiatives inJanuary 2021 These would be delivered in partnership with NHS Boards and
supported with additional funding and resources, including mobile testing units and
asymptomatic test sites, to provide PCR and lateral flow testing respectively (seéécalso
Secretary's statement23 December 202BAGE 78 26-Now-20, Innova Lateral Flow SARS
CoV2 Antigentest accuracy in Liverpool Pilot: preliminary data, 26 November 252M:

Mass testing of the whole population, 25 November 202BIB: Behavioural considerations

of health certificates in population mass testing, 26 Noven?#¥Q PHE: Summary of
analysis of nommedical sampling at regional t#sg sites versus Liverpool testing sites, 25
November 202}

To increase access to testing in remote and rural areas, a partnership between the Scottish

Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS), Argyll and Bute Council, Highland Council, and NHS Highland
made tesing available from 21 fire stations across Highland and Argyll & Bute from

February 2021 Coastguard staff also help to deliver testing at Portree and Fort William.

When schools fully reopened in April 2021, there was sufficient capacity to introduce
asymptomatic testing in schools. Pupils and staff were encouraged to do twice weekly LFD
tests (Deputy First Minister statementsd February 202and8 March 2021). By26 April

2021, everyone in Scotland was able to access rapid asymptomatic testing. Free lateral flow
home test kits could be ordered online or by phone or collected feonetwork of walkin

or drivethrough test sites Access to test kits from community pharmacies was extended
from June 20210 ensure that those without online acces®re not disadvantagedThe

aim was to find asymptomatic cases that would otherwise go undetected,peibiple
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encouragedo test themselves twice weeklgo that if they tested positive they could
quicklyselfisolateto avoid transmitting the virus tothers

Testing to suppotthe resilience of essential services

Testing was also used effectively to support tiesilience of essential services after the

arrival of the Omicron variantin December 2021the exponential growth of case numbers
was putting pressure on the testing system and threatening essential services, as a growing
proportion of the workforce was selfolating. PCR testing for essential workers was
prioritisedto enable those testing negative to be exempt from sstflation and return to

work. InJanuan?2022 scondary pupils and staff in schools, early learning and childcare
settingswere advised to take ahome LFDtests before returimgto schooland twice

weekly thereafterto limit the spread othe Omicronvariant (see als&AGE 99 16-Dec21).
Testing was also allowed as an alternative to proof of vaccinaflengmber 202)L

Selfisolation rules

The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) announced that fidhiviarch2020 people with COVID

19 symptoms should stay at home for seven days. Their close contacts were advised to stay
at home only if they began to experience symptoms. By the time the Scottish Government
published its test, trace, isolate and support strategy4oViay 2020 people with symptoms

were asked to selisolate immediately, take a test and remain in isolation for 7 days after
positive test confirmation. Close contacts of a confirmed case were told to isolate for 14

days, regardless of symptoms.

On30 July 202Cadvie on selfisolation forpeople withCOVIBL9 symptoms or a positive
test result changed from 7 to 10 daymsed orclinicalevidence that people with CO\HID®
who are mildly ill and are recovering have a low but real possibility of infectiousness
between7 and 9 days after illness onset.

The effectiveness of salolation as a public health measure depends on high rates of
population compliance. It is very burdensome for people toiselfate, particularly if they
are required to do so repeatedly amparticularly for those in insecure employment, who
may lose income if they miss work. To maximise compliance, it was important to ensure
that the reasons for seiolation were clearly communicated, that people were
appropriately supported to selbolate, including financially, and that séolation
requirements were relaxed as soon as possible, compatible with safety.

On30 September 202Ghe Scottish Government launched€a00SelfIsolation Support
Grant which ainedto help those who would lose income if they needed to-ssdtate, such
as those unable to carry out their worlhis was extended on December 202¢ include
parents on low incomes whose childresere selfisolatingand people eligible for Universal
Credit It was extended again dhFebruary 202 to covermore people on low incomes
workers earning the Real Living Wage or;l&@ssse in receipt of a council tax reduction
because of low incomend people with caring responsibilities for someone over 16 who is
asked to selisolate, where the caremeetsthe other eligibility criteriaTheperiod during
which peoplecouldapply for the Selfsolation Support Granvas also extended, with
applications allowedvithin 28 days of personbeing told to seHisolate.
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On11 December 202the Scottish government reduced the required isolation period for
contacts of positive cases from 14 to 10 days, following their review of the latest clinical
evidenceand taking into account the joint recommendation of UK CMOs from all four
nations (see&SAGE 5% 13-Aug20, SAGE 68 16-Now20).

When children returned to schoolbbheApredst ed
positive for COVI9, the entire bubble had to sei$olate for ten days. This caused

significant disruption to learning and teaching, with some children having toseddite

repeatedly.

In July 2021 new rules were introduced allowing doublaccinated people working in

essential public services and critical national infrastructure to apply for exemption from self
isolation. To be exempt, people had to have a negative PSERnd undertake daily LFD

tests. This was a temporary measure in response to high virus prevalence causing economic
impact, but in an increasingly vaccinated population, where healthy, fully vaccinated people
were now at much lower risk of severe COXtfDoutcomes (se€AGE 83 11-Mar-21, SP{

M-O: Statement omaily contact testing, 3 March 202KCL and Bristol: Engagement with
daily testing instead of quarantine following possible exposure to SAR&, 11 March

2021, Comparative performance of SARS @d¥teral flow antigen tests demonstrates their
utility for high sensitivity detection of infectious virus in clinical specimens, 11 March 2021
CMMID: Daily testing of contacts: adherence, number of tests, speed aidraid lateral

flow test sensitivity, 11 March 2021

As Scotland moved beyond level 0®August 2021t was announced that adult close
contactswould no longer be automaticallsequired to seHisolate for 10 dayanddouble-
vaccinated symptomfree adultswith COVIBEL9 wouldbe able to end selisolationwith a
negative PCR test. The same conditiapplied to children, even if unvaccinated (with

children under five not requirto take a PCR tesf)yheprevious approach of isolating

whole classes in schoolas also abolished at this point.

When Omicron hit, selfsolation rules were strengthenedrom 11 December 2020
householdcontacts had to selisolate for 10 daysegardless of vaccination status or
negative PCR test result (ntwousehold contacts had to seffolate pending a negative PCR
test). Thiswas to slow down the spread of Omicron, particularly as not much was known
about its severity at that time.

These rules were relaxed @nJanuary 2022 People testing positivier COVIEL9 could

now end seHisolation if they were fever free and had negative LFD tests on Days six and
seven. Children and triple vaccinated adult close contacts no longer needed-isobsié, if
they returned a negative LFD test result each fitgyseven consecutive days and remained
fever free. Unvaccinated or partially vaccinated close contacts still had tsskife for 10
days and take a PCR test.

Testing to enable disease surveillance
Early in the pandemic, the Scottish Government esshleld a surveillance network that
included fortyone GP locations, which collected and submitted samples from suspected
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patients, irrespective of their travel history. At the time, this was considered a
“precautionary measur e”fcommunip/transmission [ n ear |y

SinceSeptember 2020Scotland has participated in the COMMDInfection Survey,
conducted by the Office for National Statist{€@NS) and the University of Oxford, on behalf
of the UK, Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish Governmengésrandom sample of
households The primary objective of the study is to estimate the number of people in the
population (symptomatic and asymptomel}iwho test positive for COU® on nose and
throat swabs. The survey, which is conducted weekly, produces important data for
estimating the R number and for understanding the sat@onographic characteristics of
people contracting COVAD®. The study als collects blood samples for the detection of
COVIBL9 antibodies. The study aimsdollect 15,000 swab samples per fortnight and
12,500 blood tests per month in Scotlajg].

On23 December 202the Scottish Government announced that wastewater sampling
undertaken by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) and Scottish Water to
track COVID prevalence would be expanded from 60 to around 200 &stgeek

throughout Scotland by the end of January 2021, supported by £1.1 million in additional
funding. The purpose of the planned expansion wadétter target community testing

SAGE noted that wastewater surveillance is a-effgictive method to deect the presence

of SARE0V2 viral RNA in wastewater and to identify different strains of the viB4s3E 69
—19-Now20). It can be used when disease prevalence is low to detect outbreaks [10].
Where prevalence is high, modelling wastewater surveillance data can also quantify the
total number of individuals infected in a sewsbed [11]

The updated national testing strategy @i March 202%&announcede13 million investment

in 2021/ 22 to establish Scotland’ GOVEM®n genon
variants. Capable of identifying the genetic origins of up 1000 cases a day when fully built,

the service will sup pranytfutu® pandemiespad well aspthee p ar e d
threats such as antibiotic resistance.

On21 February 2022Boris Johnson announced that free mass Ca9IPCR and LFD

testing would end on 1 April 22. When this happens, maintaining robust surveillance will

be crucial to providing an early warning or increasing transmission or the emergence of new
variants.

Potential questions for the Inquiry to consider
3.2.1 Inadequate testing capacityScotland (andhe UK) had early warning of the likely
impactof the pandemicas it unfoldedn late February and early March litaly.
Could the Scottish Government have acted sodnanobiliseadditional testing
capacity? What, if any, attempts were made during February and March 2020 to
enlist the support of commercial and university laboratotie§cotland? What
challenges were identified and how could they have been overcobiezhe
Scottish Government capitalise capacity among groups with expertise in
Scotland? For example, there was willingness, capacity and expertise across Scottish
universities which was not used, particularly early on, when capacity was very low.
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3.2.2 Use of testing as an alternative to seBolation: Selfisolation requirements had
significant impacts on the economgn livelihoods (particularly for people not
eligible for financial suppor nd on chil dren’s school atte
have been introduced earlier as an alternativesedfisolation for lowrisk contacts
to reduce the economic and educational impactd@w were the different benefits
and harms assessed and balanced in making these decisions?

3.2.3 Uncertain access to testing in the futurélow will testing be funded after hUK
Government ends free mass COM®testing on 1 April 202232ow will this affect
different groups of the population?

3.2.4 Relative effectiveness of different testing strategieslow effective were specific
testing strategies at different times and for dfent populations (for example,
mobile PCR testing in hgpots, LFD testing for students in December 2021,
populationtwide access to LFDs)? Were the right kinds of tests made available to the
right people at the right times and in the right places? @aesting resources have
been deployed differently/more effectively?

325 ¢Sad FyYyR t NRGSOO o{ 02 (i Howetetide washssysteni G NI C
at hel ping control the pandemic in Scotl a
health protection teans,and run by the NHS, used a very different model to the
outsourced approach adopted in England. What were the strengths and weaknesses
of this approach? How did it perform compared to the English mo®adi”the
approach taken in Scotland engender gexgublic trust? How responsive was it to
peaks in transmission? Test and Protect was planned and organised centrally but
delivered locally, by teams with public health expertise and local knowledge. Was
there sufficient coordination between the centeand local team® What are the
views of people working to deliver the system at local and central level? How
effective was Public Health Scotland at providing guidance and support? Will there
be some lasting legacy, in terms of the increased capadityrtbw exists in local
teams? What level of increased capacity is sustainable and needs to be sustained in
the mediumto-long term? What evidence needs to be generated/analysed to
answer these guestions?

3.2.6 Protect Scotlandproximity tracking app)Howefe ct i ve was Scotl and’
tracking app at reducing virus transmissiowthat are the privacy issues with this
approach and how were they dealt with and prioritised?

Subtheme 3.31mpact on vulnerable people of strategic decisions about testing

Ovenrew

This section describes the impact of strategic decisions about testing on frail, elderly people
Il i ving i n Sc oThelkepnpmbintsor corsideeatioh is whetdessons can be
learned, both about testing capacity and about testing prioritisation.

Akeyst r ategic objective of Scotland’s testing
vulnerable and prevent outbreaks in higisk settings, such as carerhes. This was not,

however, the main priority at the start of the pandemiburing February 2020 the NHS

prepared for an anticipated influx of seriously ill patients needing hospital care by
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“assertively discharging mtad900geoplsiii Schtland m h o s p
discharged from hospital to care homes early in the epidemic [12]. At the same time, scarce
testing resources were focused on diagnosing CE&9I symptomatic patients admitted

to hospital and on testing NHS frontline stafttvCOVIBEL9 symptoms. Care home

residents with symptoms of COVID were not routinely offered testing until 15 April 2020.

Patients discharged from hospital to care homes were not routinely offered testing for

COVIBL9 until 21 April 2020. An estimatégo fifths of care homes in Scotland had an

outbreak of COVH29 between March and May 2020 [13)\ccording to a BBC report from

April 2021, of the 10,000 COVID deaths in Scotland at that point, around one third

happened in care homes [14].

Key everg and decisions

1 Key DecisionOn13 March 202@he Scottish Government issued guidance tceca
homes which stressed the importance of letgm care facilities continuing to
accept patients discharged from hospital to support the freeing up of hospital
capacity for anticipated COUI® cases. There was no requirement at this time for
patients digharged from hospital into care homes to be PCR tested.

1 KeyDecision On 15 March 2020, Scotl and moved f
“del ay” phase of the pandemi c. Hospital p
prioritised for PCR testing, leaving lisdtcapacity for testing and suppressing
transmission in the community, including care homes (séer to health boads
from CMOSAGE 15 13-Mar-20).

1 Key DecisionOn 26 March 2020 th8cottish Government issued updated guidance
to care homes, reiterating the importance of care homes accepting patients
discharged from hospital. A negative PCR test was not routinely required and care
homes with a single confirmed case of COY®or moe than one case in some
circumstances) could remain open to new admissi@tsNlarch updat$

1 Key DecisionOn15 April 202Ghe First Minister announced that all symptomatic
care home residents would be offered PCR testing for CQ¥Y\Where appropriate
(seeletter from Cabinet Secretary fotealth and Sport, 22 April 20p@Previously,
only the first residents in a care home to become symptomatic were tested.

1 Key DecisionOn21 April 202Ghe Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport
announced that hospital patients should have two negative PCR tests before being
discharged to care homes and should be isolated for 14 days.

1 On28 April 202Ghe First Minister announced that PCR testing would be introduced
for all those over 70 admitted to hospital for any reasat just those with COVID
symptoms. Patients in this category would be tested on admission, and then every
four days throughout their stay in hospital.

1 Key DecisionOnl May 202@he Fist Minister announced that expansion in PCR
testing capacity meant that it was now possible to proweddanced outbreak
investigationin all care homes with a COVID outbreak (defined as care homes
with at least one case of COVID). All staff and redents would now be offered
testing. Testing would also be carried out in any care homes run by the same
operator and sharing staff (to prevent transmission between care homes). Finally,

25


https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/COVID-19_-_Letter_from_Cabinet_Secretary_for_Health_and_Sport_-_Social_care_guidance_-_13_March_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020/sage-15-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528a%2529.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-15-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528c%2529.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-health-secretarys-update-tuesday-21-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-27-april-2020-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/testing-expansion/

surveillance testing of asymptomatic staff and residents woulddsged out in care
homes.

Key DecisionOnl15 May 202Ghe Scottish @Gvernment issued updated guidance for
care homes. This stated the presumption that all residents being admitted to a care
home should now have a negative PCR test before admission.

Key DecisionOn18 May 2020the First Minister announced that from 25 May 2020,
all social care staff would be offered routine, weekly PCR testing.

From8 July 202@his was extended to NHS staff working in specialist cancer services,
providing longterm care for the elderly or working in residential mental health.

On7 December 202the Scottish Government announced a trial of lateral flow

device (LFDesting of care home visitor$o add another layer of protection for
vulnerable elderly residents, with plans for rapid expansion from 14 December 2020.

Impact on people living in care homes
UK’ s move from t he pHasewofrithe pandemmean i5’Maricho t h e

0O had profound implications for care home

priority was to maintain a functioning hospital system, in anticipation of a spike in CQVID

admissions. To achieve this, hogppatients and healthcare workers were prioritised for

testing, leaving limited capacity for testing and suppressing transmission in the community,

including care homes (séetter to health boarddrom the CMOSAGE 15 13-Mar-20). On

13 March 202@he Scottish Government issued guidance to care homes. This stated that:

The
202

“Th

er e a iswherg lorg teantcarefacilities have expressed concern about the risk

of admissions from a hospital setting. In the early stages where the priority is maximising
hospital capacity, steps should be taken to ensure that patients are screened clinically to
ensure that people at risk are not transferred inappropriately but also that flows out from

acu

te hospital are not hindered and where

There was no requirement at this time for patients discharged from hospital into care
homesto be tested.

On 26 March 2020 the Scottish Government issupdated guidanckto care homes, which
reiterated the importance of care homes accepting patients discharged from hospital. The
guidance statd that individuals could be discharged from hospital to care homes with a risk
assessment and provision of advice about-gadfation, but that a negative COVID test

was not routinely required. People admitted to care homes from the community also did
not need to be tested for COVUD®. Furthermore, the guidance stated that care homes

with a single confirmed case of COMI®(or more than one case in some circumstances)
could remain open to new admissions. At this time, only the first residentsaneahome

to become symptomatic were tested.

1 This is part of a Freedom of Information package. Scroll down to find the 26 March guidance update.
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The Care Inspectorate did not begin collecting data on care homes that had reported a
suspected COVADO case until 11 April 2020 [15]. At that point, 406 care homes (37 % of all
care homes) had had COV1Bcases. From this point onwards, testing requirements for
care homes were strengthened, but only incrementally. 16m\pril 202Ghe Fiist Minister
announced that all symptomatic care home residents would be clinically assessed and,
where appropriate, offered testing for COVID (sedetter from Cabinet Secretary for

Health and Sport, 22p%il 2020. On21 April 202Ghe Cabinet Secretary for Health and
Sport announced that hospital patients should have two negative GO¥tBsts before

being discharged to care homes and should be isolated for 14 day88 @uril 202Ghe

First Minister announced that testing would be introduced for all those over 70 admitted to
hospital for any reasonnot just those with COVID symptoms. Patients in this categor
would be tested on admission, and then every four days throughout their stay in hospital.
This policy stopped short of the policy in England, where NHS trusts were starting to test
every patient admitted to hospital (previously only symptomatic patientse tested)

(SAGE 28 23-Apr-20). Onl May 202Ghe First Minister announced that in all care homes
with a COVIEL9 outbreak (at least one case of COXR), all staff and residents would be
offered testing. Testing would also be carried out in any care homes run by the same
operator and sharing staff, and surveillance testing of asymptomatic staff and residents
would be carried out. Ofh5 May 202(pdated guidance for care homes stated the
presumption that all residents being admitted to a care home should now have a negative
test before admissionBy this point there had been COVID casesn 629 Scottish care
homes (58 % of all care homes) [1&]n18 May 2020the First Minister announced that

from 25 May 2020, all social castaff would be offered routine, weekly testingrrom8 July
2020this was extended to NHS staff working in specialist cancer services, providing long
term carefor the elderly or working in residential mental healt®n 4 June 2020, the

Scottish Parliament Health and Sport Committee held an evidence session on the impact of
COVIBL9 on people in care homes. Tieport of this session is likely to be an important
document for the Inquiry to consider.

Potential questions for the Inquiry to consider

3.3.1 Testing to protect the vulnerableAccording to a BBC repdrom April 2021, of the
10,000 COVH29 deaths in Scotland at that point, around one third happened in
care homes. Clearly, considering the level of mortality in care homes, this is a major
issue for the Inquiry to explore/Vhat lessons can be learnedyth about testing
capacity and about testing prioritisati@n ™ what extentdid health care and public
health ethics playnto the decisioamaking her® Waghe social care sector
adequately reprsented on advisory and decisiomaking bodie® How were farms
weighed up against each otHer\When was it clear thamortality rates in care
homes were becoming high and thedre homes were becoming key sites of
transmission from hospitaP
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Appendices

Methods

Sources
We used the following sources to identify the key events or decisions, key players and key
documents for theme 3.

1. Atimelineby t he Scottish Parliament I nformati
response to the Coronavirus (COMI® pandemic and includes all major
dewelopments. The timeline runs from 31/12/2019 and was last accessed on
11/02/2022.

2. Three timelines of the COD® pandemic in Scotland f@020, 2021and 2022by
Wikipedia, last accessed on 11/02/2022.

3. Minutes and paperfrom the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE)
meetings.

4. Minutes and paperfrom the Scottish Government Covi® Advisory Group

Reports and Correspondence of tHealth & Sport Committee

6. To source academic literature in relevant topics we searchedtbg |IEEND
Il nventory of " b e swhichgpresentseghe cuerentsstate of evelenees ”
for COVIEL9 related issues to support decistomakers.

o

Data extraction and event prioritisation

For each identified evdrwe extracted the following information: Date, brief summary of
key event, sukiheme, key players (including bodies and/ or people), relevant reports or
other documents (including news items, guidelines, parliamentary documents, audit
reports) and relevainresearch papers and publications (including preprints).

Decisions or milestones that need to be prioritised for investigation (including investigation
of their timing)by the Inquiry teanwere characterised as key. We used the following
definitions. Keyecision is a decision directly relevant to Scotland and a decision taken by
the Scottish government and a decision that had the potential to impact on the course of
the pandemic and its direct or indirect consequences. Key milestone is a key event that
marks an important point in the progress of the pandemic or a key decision taken outside
Scotland that had a potential impact on the course of the pandemic in Scotland and its
direct or indirect consequences.

Results and discussion of the main findings

Keyevents together with dates, key players and relevant documentation in relation to
testing issues are presented Trable3.1. From reviewing the timeline, the following key
subthemes emerged, which we present in three categories:
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1. An overview of the Scot t-l99dstingaod/centact me nt ' s
tracing strategies

2. An examination of how the strategies were implemented

3. A consideration of the impact of decisions about testing on the most vulnerable:
residents of Scotlash” s car e homes

We describe each suthheme separately by presenting the main events, key issues and
potential areas for investigation.
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Tabk 3.1: Key sources

Detailed issues identified in public consultationThe discharge of patients from hospital into care homéhout testinghad a major impacon frail elderly people,
their relatives and care home staff. A priority for many respondesats for the Inquiry to investigate the decisions taken and the reasons for tifEople also wanteo
to understand the reasons for stopping testing early in the pandeRespondents wanted to see a whole system approach to understanding decisions testimgl

to understand how guidance was developed and decisions taken.

Additional issues identified by UNCOVEWR/e have identified key decision points and rationalége also highlight a severe lack of testing capacity early in the
pandemi¢ and latedevelopment of strategic plans.

Impact on equalities Elderly people resident in care homes were particularly affected by decisions around teShidren and young people were also particularly
disadvantaged, through two extended periods of schom$gte. Could faster rollout of routine mass testing for asymptomatic people have enabled schools to re
earlier? People who are clinically vulnerable may face disadvantage as we transition out of the pandemic phase, particularly saihtyrad@outaccess to free
testing. The Scottish Government instituted a number of initiativesaie testing accessible to people who are digitally excluded, people in remote rural areas a
people without access to private transport.

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
Feb 2020 Strategy and SAGE and related papers: In February 2020 it was becoming clear tha
capacity SAGE 4 04-Feb20 testing and contact tracing systems across t

UK werenadequate.
SAGE 8 18-Feb?20;

PHE: Clinical virology of SAB®/2, 17 February 2020

SAGE 9 20-Feb20;

PHE: Recommendations on the continuing useaséc
identification, contacttracing and case and contact isolatior
(CCI) management to mitigate the impact of imported case
of COVIELY, 12 February 2020

PHE: When to stop contact tracindeveloping triggers from
PHE systems, 20 February 2020

Fol request:
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020/sage-4-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-4-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-february-2020/sage-8-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-clinical-virology-of-sars-cov-2-17-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-20-february-2020/sage-9-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-20-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-recommendations-on-the-continuing-use-of-case-identification-contact-tracing-and-case-and-contact-isolation-cci-management-to-mitigate-the-imp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-recommendations-on-the-continuing-use-of-case-identification-contact-tracing-and-case-and-contact-isolation-cci-management-to-mitigate-the-imp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-recommendations-on-the-continuing-use-of-case-identification-contact-tracing-and-case-and-contact-isolation-cci-management-to-mitigate-the-imp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-recommendations-on-the-continuing-use-of-case-identification-contact-tracing-and-case-and-contact-isolation-cci-management-to-mitigate-the-imp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-when-to-stop-contact-tracing-developing-triggers-from-phe-systems-20-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-when-to-stop-contact-tracing-developing-triggers-from-phe-systems-20-february-2020

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
COVIEL9 testing scientific advice OF releasgublished 27
Aug 20
Academic papers:
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1932
01-Mar-20 Surveillance Chief Medical News article: Surveillance network that included fortyne
Officer (CMO), | https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland51690868 GP locations was set up to submit samples
Catherine from suspected patients irrespective of their,
Calderwood travel history. This was considered to be a
“precautionary meas\\
warning of community transmission.
13-Mar-20 Protecting the | Jeane Freeman, Scottish Government documgs:
Key Decision vulnerable and | Cabinet Letter to IJB Chief Officers from Cabinet Secretary, 13 Ma
Care homes preventing Secretary for 2020
urged not to outbreaks in Health and
impede high risk Sport Papers from thédealth and Sport Committee:
discharge of settings Evidence session on the impact of COY90n care homes, 4|
patients from June 2020
acute hospitals.
13-Mar-20 Selfisolation CMO Scottish Government documents: People with COVHD9 symptoms should stay|
People with https://www.gov.scot/news/peoplewith-symptomstold-to- | at home for seven days. Their close contac
symptoms to stay-at-home/ were advised to stay at home only if they
stay at home for began to experience symptoms.
7 days Fol requests:
COVIBL9 changes to selfolation and testing requirements
FOI releaspublished 19 Oct 2021
15-Mar-20 Strategy and Catherine Scottish Government documents:
Key Decision capacity; Calderwood, https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirusovid-19---
Testing Protecting the | Chief Medical | implicationsof-moveto-delayphasecmo-letter-15-march
resources vulnerable and | Officer (CMO) | 2020/

switched from
community to
hospitals, as

preventing
outbreaks in

SAGE and related papers:

SAGE 1513-Mar-20
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000045001/
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1932
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-51690868
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/COVID-19_-_Letter_from_Cabinet_Secretary_for_Health_and_Sport_-_Social_care_guidance_-_13_March_2020.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/COVID-19_-_Letter_from_Cabinet_Secretary_for_Health_and_Sport_-_Social_care_guidance_-_13_March_2020.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12677&mode=pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12677&mode=pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/people-with-symptoms-told-to-stay-at-home/
https://www.gov.scot/news/people-with-symptoms-told-to-stay-at-home/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100232661/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100232661/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---implications-of-move-to-delay-phase-cmo-letter-15-march-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020/sage-15-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-march-2020

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Scotland and UK
move from
“cont aif
to “del g
phase

high risk
settings

16-Mar-20 to
28-Apr-20
Ongoing
insufficient
testing and
contact tracing
capacity

Strategy and
capacity

Scottish Government documents:
Coronavirus (COVID 9 ) updat e: First

April 2020

NHS in Scotland 2020 (Audit Scotland, 2021)

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 16 16-Mar-20

SAGE 1#18Mar-20

SAGE 18 23-Mar-20

SAGE 19 26-Mar-20

SAGE 22 02-Apr-20

SAGE 24 09-Apr-20

A note on mass testing for COVIB: preliminary analysis, 6
April 2020

SAGE 26 16-Apr-20

SAGE 32 01-May-20

ScottishGovernment Covid 9 Advisory Group:
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-27-april-2020-1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-27-april-2020-1/
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2021/nr_210117_nhs_overview.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-march-2020/sage-16-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020/sage-17-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-23-march-2020/sage-18-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-23-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-march-2020/sage-19-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020/sage-22-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020/sage-24-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-9-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-note-on-mass-testing-for-covid-19-preliminary-analysis-6-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-note-on-mass-testing-for-covid-19-preliminary-analysis-6-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-april-2020/sage-26-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020--2/sage-32-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislkgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes2-april-2020/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisltgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes6-april-2020/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisltgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes13-april-2020/

Fol requests:
COVIB19 testing development and capacity: FOI release
published 5 Oct 20

26-Mar-20

Key Decision
Guidance:
Negative
COVIML9 test
not routinely
required for
discharge from
hospital to care
home

Protecting the
vulnerable and
preventing
outbreaks in
high risk
settings

Jeane Freeman,
Cabinet
Secretary for
Health and
Sport,
Catherine
Calderwood,
Chief Medical
Officer (CMO)

Scottish Government documents:

Clinical guidance for nursing home amgidential care
residents and COWALDY, 26 March 202(Part of a FOI
request—scroll half way down to find this document)

Evidence synthesis:

Frazer K et al (2020) A rapid systematic reviémeasures to

protect older people in londerm care facilities from COWD
19

Academic papers:
Bell et al, 2020

Burton JK (2021)

Burton JK (2020)

15-Apr-20

Key Decision
All symptomatic
care home

Protecting the
vulnerable and
preventing
outbreaks in

Jeane Freeman,
Cabinet
Secretary for

Scottish Government documents:
Coronavirus (COVID 9 ) updat e:

April 2020

First

Previously, only the first residents in a care
home to become symptomatic were tested.
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-6-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-6-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-13-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-13-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084813/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528a%2529.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/foi-202000037381---information-released-a/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528a%2529.pdf
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://www.stir.ac.uk/media/stirling/services/research/documents/policy-briefings/Scottish-care-homes-2020.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/ageing/article/50/5/1482/6272437
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhl/article/PIIS2666-7568(20)30012-X/fulltext
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-15-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-15-april-2020/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
residents to be | high risk Health and Letter from Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport to all
tested settings Sport Scottish Cae Homes, 22 April 2020

21-Apr-20 Protecting the | Jeane Freeman, Scottish Government documents: Hospital patients should have two negative
Key Decision vulnerable and | Cabinet Coronavirus (COVID9) updat e: He al t i COVIBLY tests before being discharged to
Hospital preventing Secretary for 21 April 2020 carehomes, and should be isolated for 14
patients to be outbreaks in Health and days.

tested for high risk Sport Coronavirus (COWIM) update: Health Secretaryasement

COVIBEL9 settings to Parliament 28 April 2020

before

discharge into News report:

care homes https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland58738972

01-May-20 Protecting the | Jeane Freeman, Scottish Government documents:

Key Decision vulnerable and | Cabinet Coronavirus (COVID9) updat e: First

All care home | preventing Secreary for May 2020

staff and outbreaks in Health and

residents to be | high risk Sport

tested in homes| settings

where there is

an outbreak

04-May-2020 Strategy and Cabinet Scottish Government documents:

KeyDecision capacity Secretary for Test andProtect rolled out nationally

Scottish Health and

Government Social Care Coronavirus (COVD®): test, trace, isolate, support strategy

launches Test
and Protect
Strategy

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 38 30-Apr-20

SAGE 32 01-May-20
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528c%2529.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/08/foi-202000037381/documents/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/foi-202000037381---information-released-c/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-202000037381%2B-%2BInformation%2Breleased%2B%2528c%2529.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-health-secretarys-update-tuesday-21-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-health-secretarys-update-tuesday-21-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-health-secretary-statement-parliament-28-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-health-secretary-statement-parliament-28-april-2020/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-58738972
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-1-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-1-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/news/test-and-protect-rolled-out-nationally/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-30-april-2020/sage-30-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-30-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020--2/sage-32-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Estimatal impact of testing quarantined contacts at differer
points in time, 30 April 2020

Estimated impact of delay from isolation of symptomatic ca
to test result and quarantine of contacts, 26 April 2020

NERVTAG and 91 Extraordinary meeting on contact
tracing— minutes, 26 April 2020

Scottish Government Cowvitd advisory group:

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisltgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes7-may-2020/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislkgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes18-june-2020/

Fol requests:
Various questions regarding Test and Protect emails: FOI
releasepublished 5 Oct 20

Questions related to NHS Test and Protect: FOI release
published 23 Nov 20

COVIBL9 number of active users using NHS Test and Prot
app: FOI releaspublished 27 Sep 21

Breakdown of Test and Protect sedblation umbers: FOI
releasePublished 2 Feb 22

Breakdown of alerts sent from Test and Protect app: FOI

releasePublished 4 Feb 22
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/estimated-impact-of-testing-quarantined-contacts-at-different-points-in-time-30-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/estimated-impact-of-testing-quarantined-contacts-at-different-points-in-time-30-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/estimated-impact-of-delay-from-isolation-of-symptomatic-case-to-test-result-and-quarantine-of-contacts-26-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/estimated-impact-of-delay-from-isolation-of-symptomatic-case-to-test-result-and-quarantine-of-contacts-26-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nervtag-and-spi-m-extraordinary-meeting-on-contact-tracing-minutes-26-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nervtag-and-spi-m-extraordinary-meeting-on-contact-tracing-minutes-26-april-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-7-may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-7-may-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-18-june-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-18-june-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000078392/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000078392/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000102861/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100227177/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100227177/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100267752/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100267752/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200269963/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200269963/

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Various gquestions regarding COMI®testing: FOI release
published 1 Oct 20

COVIBL9 Test and Protect app : FOI relepsiblished 10 Dec
20

Cost of processing a PCR test for GA9dFOI release
published 20 July 21

COVIBL9 Testing rates per head of populatid=Ol review
published 11 Nov 21

COVID 19 Coronavirus testing: FOI relgagsished 13 Dec
21

Academic papers:

Pagliari (2020)

Other relevant documents:
Audit Scotland, 2021

Digital Health and Care Institute

NHSX

15-May-20
Key Decision
Guidance: all
residents
admitted to

Protecting the
vulnerable and
preventing
outbreaks in

Jeane Freeman,
Cabinet
Secretary for
Health and
Sport

Scottish Government documents:
National Clinical and Practice Guidance for Adult Care Hol
in Scotland dring the COVI9 Pandemic
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084300/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000111596/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100215784/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100245964/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100250206/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7510337/
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/publications/nhs-in-scotland-2020
https://www.scotland.org/business/conferences-in-scotland/legends/health/dhi-scottish-digital-health-and-care-landscape
https://www.nhsx.nhs.uk/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20200516095432/https:/www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-guidance-for-adult-care-homes/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20200516095432/https:/www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-guidance-for-adult-care-homes/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
care home high risk
should be settings
tested
25-May-2020 Protecting the | Jeane Freeman, Scottish Government doenents: Previously surveillance was done in only a
Key Decision vulnerable and | Cabinet Coronavirus (COWI®N) update: First Minister's speech 18 | sample of care homes.

countries with
high prevalence

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 4218-Jun20

PHE: Investigation into the effectiveness of 'double testing
travellers incoming to the UK for signs of\@D19, 17 June
2020

Serial testing to minimise false negatives, 16 June 2020

Routine weekly | preventing Secretary for May 2020
testing for all outbreaks in Health and
social care staff | high risk Sport

settings
27-May-20 Health and Sport Committee questions Cab
Scottish Testing strategy| Cab Sec for Health and Sport Committee documents: Sec for Health and Sport on the Scottish
Parliament and its Health and Scottish Parliament Evidence Session on testing, 17 May] Gover nment ' s testi ng
Health and implementation | Sport, Jeane testing capacity, whether Scotland could ha
Sport Freeman Letter fom Convener Health and Sport Committee to Cab | beenbetter prepared and moved more
Committee for Health and Sport, 9 June 2020 quickly to develop capacity, prioritizing
evidence groups for testing, asymptomatic testing.
session on
testing
08-Jun20 to Scottish Government documents: With Scotland’ s relaeé
23-Dec20 Travel Justice https://www.gov.scot/news/newhealth-measuresfor- importation of new cases from abroad was ¢
Travel restrictions Secretary travellersto-scotland/ significant risk to public health during the
restrictions to Humza Yousaf summer 0f2020. This period saw changes ir|
prevent https://www.gov.scot/publications/coviel 9-international quarantine policy for travellers based on
importation of travel-measures/ monitoring of case numbers in countries fro
cases from where they were travelling8 Jure - general

measures covering all countries (14 days-se
isolation for people entering UK from abroa
online passenger locator form prior to travel
(contact details and address where self
isolating), spot checks and fineg5, 30 July
20 August3, 10 Septemberi, 15, 22, 29

Decembey9 Jan 2021 14 day quarantine
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-18-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-18-2020/
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12662&mode=pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/General%20Documents/20200609_Ltr_OUT_CabSecHS.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/General%20Documents/20200609_Ltr_OUT_CabSecHS.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-health-measures-for-travellers-to-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-health-measures-for-travellers-to-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-international-travel-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-international-travel-measures/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-42-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-june-2020/sage-42-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-investigation-into-the-effectiveness-of-double-testing-travellers-incoming-to-the-uk-for-signs-of-covid-19-17-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-investigation-into-the-effectiveness-of-double-testing-travellers-incoming-to-the-uk-for-signs-of-covid-19-17-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-investigation-into-the-effectiveness-of-double-testing-travellers-incoming-to-the-uk-for-signs-of-covid-19-17-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serial-testing-to-minimise-false-negatives-16-june-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-health-measures-for-travellers-to-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/news/travellers-from-spain-to-face-quarantine-rules/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-imposed-on-travellers-from-luxembourg/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-extended/
https://www.gov.scot/news/further-quarantine-measures-introduced-for-travellers/
https://www.gov.scot/news/further-quarantine-measures-introduced-for-travellers-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-imposed-on-travellers-from-further-destinations/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-measures-reinstated-for-further-destinations/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-measures-for-travellers-from-liechtenstein/
https://www.gov.scot/news/further-countries-designated-for-public-health-quarantine/
https://www.gov.scot/news/further-countries-designated-for-public-health-quarantine/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-extended-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/ban-on-entry-introduced-for-visitors-from-denmark/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-destinations-re-designated-for-quarantine/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-reinstated-for-two-countries/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated-1/

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Fol requests:
COVID 19 hotel quarantine: FOI relepablished 24 Aug 21

Information regarding quarantine amavellers returning
from Portugal: FOI releagublished 19 Nov 20

COVIEL9 Introduction of quarantine: FOI releagablished
19 Jan 21

Covid19 international travel quarantine: FOI release
published 15 Jul 21

Covid 19 managed isolation and quarantine: FOI ssea
published 24 Aug 21

Number of hotel rooms used for international flight
quarantine: FOI releagaublished 14 April 21

COVID-19 Managed Isolation numbers of passengers arriving
at Scottish airports: FOI releasepublished 29 Apr 21

COVID- 19 hotel guarantine: FOI releasepublished 13 May 21

Covid19 mandatory hotel guarantine breakdown: FOI
releasepublished 29 Jun 21

Covid19 hotel quarantine: FOI releapablished 3 Aug 21

COVID19 test for international travel: FOI releasepublished 23
Sep 21

(reduced to 10 days from 11 Dec 2020) for
specific countries with higlevels of

virus. Relaxation of restrictions for travellers
from specific countries, where risk is judged
to be sufficiently low 8 July, 1320 August
10 Septemberl, 15, 22 October,12, 26

Nov.

SAGE 42agreed that double testing of
travellers coulcenable quarantining terms of
less than 14 days (double testing significant
reduces risk of false negatives). If initial
testing is carried out prior to travellers
entering the UK, the duration of quarantine
the UK could be shortened further (with the
caveat that travellers should saffolate
between testing and travelling). Rtesting of
this kind would require international
agreements and common standards.

Fol requests are about quarantine and
managed (hotel) quarantine.
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100224014/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084350/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000084350/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000085477/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100215743/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100224407/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100179554/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100179554/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100195512/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100195512/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100174995/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100211118/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100211118/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100220289/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100227118/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-extended/
https://www.gov.scot/news/further-quarantine-measures-introduced-for-travellers-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-imposed-on-travellers-from-further-destinations/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-measures-reinstated-for-further-destinations/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-measures-for-travellers-from-liechtenstein/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-destinations-re-designated-for-quarantine/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-reinstated-for-two-countries/
https://www.gov.scot/news/quarantine-rules-reinstated-for-two-countries/

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Self isolation requirements for seafarers: FOI releasgublished
8Sep21

COVIBL9 total number of booking®r the Managed
Quarantine Services: FOI relegamlished 14 Oct 21

Covid 19 managed isolation and quarantine: FOI review
published 26 Oct 21

COVID-19 tests for passengers via Corporate Travel
Management (CTM) website: FOI releaseublished 27 Sep 21

COVID-19 details of Corporate Travel Management (CTM)
relating to PCR tests: FOI releasgublished 30 Sep 21

Information regarding the source of PCR test kits: FOI release
published 11 Oct 21

Approval of PCR test kits for international arrivals: FOI review
published 11 Oct 21

Evidence syntheses:

NussbaumeiStreit B, et al. Quarantine alone or in
combination with other public health measures to control
COVI D-19: A rapid review.
Reviews. 2020;(4)CD013574.

Burns J et al (2021) I nter
measures to contain tidevie@O

National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools. Rap
Review: Are any jurisdictions using isolation periods other
than 14 days in response to COMI®?. Hamilton, ON:

National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools; 202
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100226247/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100241121/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100241121/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100238934/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100227920/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100227920/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100229912/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100229912/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100221627/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100221627/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full%22%20%EF%BF%BDHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full%22%20%EF%BF%BDHYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full
https://www.nccmt.ca/uploads/media/media/0001/02/c3cede9d26120644874cdbe82815504c76d06736.pdf
https://www.nccmt.ca/uploads/media/media/0001/02/c3cede9d26120644874cdbe82815504c76d06736.pdf
https://www.nccmt.ca/uploads/media/media/0001/02/c3cede9d26120644874cdbe82815504c76d06736.pdf
https://www.nccmt.ca/uploads/media/media/0001/02/c3cede9d26120644874cdbe82815504c76d06736.pdf

committee, 17 August 2020

Correspondence of Health and Sport Committee (n.b. this

document is not directly related to the 17 August labrof a

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
30-Jul20: Selfisolation UK Chief UK Government documents: In line with UK guidance, advice on self
Extension & Medical https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/statementk-chief isolation for those in the community who
period of self Officers medicatofficersextensionselfisolationperiod-30-july-2020 | have COVIR9 symptoms or @ositive test
isolation from 7 result changed from 7 to 10 days based on
to 10 days to evidence that shows that people with COVI|
minimise risk of 19 who are mildly ill and are recovering hav
transmission a low but real possibility of infectiousness
between 7 and 9 days after iliness onset.

31-Jul20: Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents: App announced on 31 July 2020, launched
Key Decision capacity Secretary Jeane| https://www.gov.scot/news/contacitracingapp- September 2020.
Scottish Freeman; Cian | development/
Government O Maidin, CEO,
announce NearForm Other relevant documents:
development of Audit Scotland, 2021
contact tracing
app NearForm company wsite

Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group:

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment

covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes-10-august2020/
17-Aug20: Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents:
Scottish capacity Secretary Jeang Sc ot | a n d9 EestiySivatedy
Government Freeman
updates testing Health and Sport Committee correspondence:
strategy Letter from cabinet secretary to convener, health and spor
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https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/statement-uk-chief-medical-officers-extension-self-isolation-period-30-july-2020
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/statement-uk-chief-medical-officers-extension-self-isolation-period-30-july-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-app-development/
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-app-development/
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/publications/nhs-in-scotland-2020
https://www.nearform.com/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-10-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-10-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20200817_Letter_IN_from_Cab_Sec_HS_on_COVID-19_Testing_Strategy.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20200817_Letter_IN_from_Cab_Sec_HS_on_COVID-19_Testing_Strategy.pdf

Health and Sport Committee, 10 Feb 21

Fol requests:
Protect Scotland contact tracing app guestions: FOI releag
published 4 March 2021

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
new strategy, but it is about strategic arrangements in
relation to testing):
Correspondence from ®&5ec Health and Sport to Convene
of Health and Sport Committee, 3 Feb 21
25-Aug20 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents: Scottish Government announce that work h
Expanding capacity Secretary Jeane https://www.gov.scot/news/increasingapacityand begun to set up the first of eleven walk
testing capacity Freeman accessibilityof-testing/ through testing sites planned to be up and
and making running before winter to increase capacity
testing more and accessibility of testing
accessible
26-Aug20 Strategy and Ivan McKee, Scottish Government documents: A £6.76 million deal is struck betwedre
Expanding capacity Minister for https://www.gov.scot/news/12minute-covidtests/ Scottish Government with UKased life
testing capacity Trade, sciences company to extend testing capacit
and making Investment and
testing more Innovation;
accessible Chief executive
and chairman of
LumiraDx Ron
Zwanziger
10-Sep20 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documgs:
Key Milestone | capacity Secretary Jeang Protect Scotland app launches
Launch of Freeman; Cian
Protect O Maidin, CEO,| Health and Sport Committee correspondence:
Scotland app NearForm Letter from Cab Sec for Health and Sport to Convener of
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https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20210203_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_care_home_testing_update.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20210203_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_care_home_testing_update.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/increasing-capacity-and-accessibility-of-testing/
https://www.gov.scot/news/increasing-capacity-and-accessibility-of-testing/
https://www.gov.scot/news/12-minute-covid-tests/
https://www.gov.scot/news/protect-scotland-app-launches/
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20210210_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_re_update_on_Protect_Scotland_app.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20210210_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_re_update_on_Protect_Scotland_app.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100142688/

Scotland starts
to participate in
ONS
surveillance
survey

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved

Protect Scotland App usetatistics: FOI releagmblished 8

March 2021

Communication with local authorities relating to Protect

Scotland app: FOI releagrublished 31 March 2021

COVID 19 NHS Scotland Protect Scotland App statistics: |

releasepublished 8 June 2021

COVID 19 Contact tracers and Protect Scotland app statis

FOI releaspublished 9 Aug 2021

Information regarding Protect Scotland App users: FOI

releasepublished 8 Oct 21

Breakdown of Protect Scotland app: FOI relepablished 3

Feb 22
17-Sep20 Surveillance Scottish Government documents: UKwide ONS surveillance survejnfections

https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlandsovid-19-testing
strateqy/

ONS COVHD InfectionSurvey: information

ONS, 2022

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 22 02-Apr-20
SAGE 38 30-Apr-20
SAGE 3201-May-20

Evidence syntheses:

and antibodies. 15,000 Scottish samples

SAGE 22discussed the need for a testing
strategy linked to t
managing the pndemic. Need to set clear
targets. Quality of testing, interpretation an
comms is crucial to avoid incorrect results 0
misinterpreted results, leading to unsafe
behaviours or unsafe demands being made
workers by employers.

Evidence synthesis: Aaggiing review
assessing the performance of different testi
modalities (eg: drivehrough, home visiting,
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100149430/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000116356/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000116356/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100206290/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100206290/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100224585/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100224585/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100231956/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100231956/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200269549/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-covid-19-testing-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ons-covid-19-infection-survey-information/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/methodologies/covid19infectionsurveypilotmethodsandfurtherinformation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020/sage-22-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-2-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-30-april-2020/sage-30-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-30-april-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020--2/sage-32-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020
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Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
Foster CR et al (2021) A scoping review of the experience| mobile testing, indoor wakkhrough centres
implementing population tsting for SARS0V2 and outdoor walkthough centres)
Mallett S, et a[2020)At what times during infection is SARS
CoV2 detectable and no longer detectable usingiROIR
based tests? A systematic review of individual participant
data.
ArevaloRodrigues 1, et §P020)Falseneqgative results of
initial RFPCR assays for COMI®) A systematic review
Mohammadi Aget al (2020) SARS0V2 detection in different
respiratory sites: A systematic review and metsalysis
Dinnes &tal(2021)Rap i d, point-of-ceé
molecul ar-based tests for di
30-Sep20: Selfisolation Social Security | Scottish Government documents:
Financial Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/newgrant-for-those-self
support for ShirleyAnne isolating/
people sel Somerville
isolating Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes21-september2020/
07-Now20 to
27-Now-21
Travel Travel Cabinet SAGE meetings and papers: To delay the importation of new variants,
restrictions to restrictions Secretary for SAGE 4218-Jun20 travel restrictions were introduced for



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33143712/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33143712/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33143712/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33143712/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33301459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33301459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32718896/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32718896/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013705.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013705.pub2/full
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-grant-for-those-self-isolating/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-grant-for-those-self-isolating/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-21-september-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-21-september-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-42-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-june-2020/sage-42-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-18-june-2020

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary

(with dates) body/persons
involved

delay the Transport, travellers from specific countries ahNov

importation of Infrastructure SAGE 74 03-Dec20 (Denmark)23 DeqSouth Africa)9 January

new variants and 2021 (several countries South Africa
Connectivity LSHTM and the University of Manchester/the Alan Turing | variant),14 Januaryseveral countries, Brazil
Michael Institute: Comparison of quarantine and testing strategies | variant),28 Januaryvarious countries, S
Matheson prevent onwards infection from infected travelers returning Africa variant)3 Jung(Portugal green to

to the UK from abroad, 1 December 2020

amber- Delta),17 July(Frarce- beta),27 Nov
(South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini,
Zimbabwe, BotswanaOmicron). From18
January 202there was also a requirement
for a predeparture test.

SAGE 42 discussed double testing of
travellers to enable quarantining terms of le
than 14 days (double testing signifidhn
reduces risk of false negatives). If initial
testing is carried out prior to travellers
entering the UK, the duration of quarantine
the UK could be shortened further (with the
caveat that travellers should seffolate
between testing and travellingPretesting of
this kind would require international
agreements and common standards.

SAGE 71 considered a paper on the numbg
of SARS Ce¥infections potentially resulting
from returning travellers under different
guarantine and testing strategiéscluding
quarantine, test to release, and daily lateral
flow testing with isolation if positive.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-71-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-3-december-2020/sage-71-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-3-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tti-modelling-group-comparison-of-quarantine-and-testing-strategies-to-prevent-onwards-infection-from-infected-travelers-returning-to-the-uk-from-abr
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tti-modelling-group-comparison-of-quarantine-and-testing-strategies-to-prevent-onwards-infection-from-infected-travelers-returning-to-the-uk-from-abr
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tti-modelling-group-comparison-of-quarantine-and-testing-strategies-to-prevent-onwards-infection-from-infected-travelers-returning-to-the-uk-from-abr
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tti-modelling-group-comparison-of-quarantine-and-testing-strategies-to-prevent-onwards-infection-from-infected-travelers-returning-to-the-uk-from-abr
https://www.gov.scot/news/ban-on-entry-introduced-for-visitors-from-denmark/
https://www.gov.scot/news/ban-on-entry-introduced-for-visitors-from-south-africa/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated-1/
https://www.gov.scot/news/south-america-international-border-health-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/news/foreign-travel-health-rules-updated-2/
https://www.gov.scot/news/portugal-placed-on-amber-travel-list/
https://www.gov.scot/news/self-isolation-for-all-travellers-returning-from-france/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-international-travel-quarantine/
https://www.gov.scot/news/pre-departure-coronavirus-testing-update/
https://www.gov.scot/news/pre-departure-coronavirus-testing-update/

asymptomatic
testing scheme
for students

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons

involved
11-Now-20 Capacity Further and Scotish Government documents: SAGE 54 discussed whether mass testing o
Scottish Higher https://www.gov.scot/news/helpingstudentshome-safely university students would prevent outbreaks
Government Education at-end-of-term/
announces Minister Richard SAGE 69discussed risks and plans for
mass Lochhead SAGE and related papers: Christmas. Targeting LFT e.g. offering tests

SAGE 54 01-Sep20

SAGE 69 19-Now20

SPIM-O: COVIEL9: Notes on the festive period, 19
November 2020

Scottish Government Cowvitd Advisory Group :
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisltgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes5-october2020/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislkgovernment
covid19-advisorygroup-minutes19-october2020/

Fol requests:
COVIBL9 testing for University students: FOI release
published 2 Nov 20

COVIBL9 testing of students in Scottish universities: FOI
releasepublished 8 April 21

COVIBL9 Student testing rollout and marketing costs: FOI

releasepublished 27 Apr 21

COVIEL9 Correspondence concerning maspulation
testing: FOI releaspublished 20 May 2021

younger people beforgoing home/visiting
older people more at risk, could be
disproportionately beneficial.
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https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-students-home-safely-at-end-of-term/
https://www.gov.scot/news/helping-students-home-safely-at-end-of-term/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-54-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-september-2020/sage-54-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-69-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-19-november-2020/sixty-ninth-sage-meeting-on-covid-19-19-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-o-covid-19-notes-on-the-festive-period-19-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-o-covid-19-notes-on-the-festive-period-19-november-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-5-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-5-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000091995/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100139299/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100139299/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000127823/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000127823/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000112355/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000112355/

Renfrewshire
Council Leader
lain Nicolson

Liverpool Pilot: preliminary data, 26 November 2020

SPIM: Mass testing of the whole population, 25 November
2020

SPiB: Behavioural considerations of health certificates in
population mass testing, 26 November 2020

PHE: Summary of analysis of rordical sampling at
regional testing sites versus Liverpool testing sites, 25
November 2020

Scottish Governmentovid19 Advisory Group:

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
25-Now20 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents: SAGE 28 This came much later than in
capacity Secretary Jeang https://www.gov.scot/news/testingexpansiorupdate/ England. At the SAGE 28 magton 23 April
Freeman 2020, it was announced that NHS trusts in
SAGE and related papers: England would start testing every patient
SAGE 28 23-Apr-20 admitted to hospital from 27 April 2020.
Evidence synthesis: Evidence synthesiRapid review examining
Frazer K et al (2020) A rapid systematic review of measurq the impact of mass testing in logrm care
protect older people in londgerm care facilities from COWD | facilities on controllinghe spread of COVID
19 19
02-Dec20 Capacity Health ScottishGovernment documents: SAGE 76 Discussed pilot tegtg of mass LFT]|
Scottish Secretary Jeane| https://www.gov.scot/news/communityasymptomatietest- | ongoing in Liverpool, and mass testing
Government Freeman; site-opensin-johnstone/ discussed at this meeting. SAGE endorsed
announces first NHSGGC’ s important uses for widespread testing:
Community Director of SAGE and related papers: repeated and frequent targeted testing of
Asymptomatic Public Health Drf SAGE 78 26-Now20 higher risk or prevalence groups and
Test site Linda de institutions; to reduce risk when actiigs are
Caestecker; Innova Lateral Flow SAR®V2 Antigen test accuracy in already occurring (for example, to reduce th

number of infectious people entering an
indoor environment)

48


https://www.gov.scot/news/testing-expansion-update/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-23-april-2020
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-asymptomatic-test-site-opens-in-johnstone/
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-asymptomatic-test-site-opens-in-johnstone/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-70-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-november-2020/sage-70-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/innova-lateral-flow-sars-cov-2-antigen-test-accuracy-in-liverpool-pilot-preliminary-data-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/innova-lateral-flow-sars-cov-2-antigen-test-accuracy-in-liverpool-pilot-preliminary-data-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-mass-testing-of-the-whole-population-25-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-mass-testing-of-the-whole-population-25-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-behavioural-considerations-of-health-certificates-in-population-mass-testing-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-behavioural-considerations-of-health-certificates-in-population-mass-testing-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-summary-of-analysis-of-non-medical-sampling-at-regional-testing-sites-versus-liverpool-testing-sites-25-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-summary-of-analysis-of-non-medical-sampling-at-regional-testing-sites-versus-liverpool-testing-sites-25-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-summary-of-analysis-of-non-medical-sampling-at-regional-testing-sites-versus-liverpool-testing-sites-25-november-2020

for contacts of
positive cases in

Scotland

Officers; Health
Secretary Jeane

Freeman

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes2-november2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes16-november2020/
07-Dec20 LFD | Protecting the | Health Scottish Government documents:
testing for care | vulnerable and | SecretaryJeane | https://www.gov.scot/news/testingfor-carehome-visitors-
home visitors preventing Freeman; getsunderway/
outbreaks in Health and
high-risk Social Care Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group:
settings Partnerships; https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottiskgovernment
Scottish Care; | covid19-advisorygroup-minutes3-december2020/
CCPS; COSLA
Health and Sport Committee correspondence:
Letter from Cab Sec for Health and 8go Convener of
Health and Sport Committee, 2 Dec 2020
07-Dec20 Selfisolation. Social Security | Scottish Government documents:
Financial Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/morepeople-canclaimself
support for ShirleyAnne isolationsupportgrant/
people self Somerville
isolating Scottish Government Cowvitd Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes19-october2020/
11-Dec20 Selfisolation UK Chief Scottish Government documents: SAGE 5% called for more evidence to
Isolation period Medical https://www.gov.scot/news/reductionin-selfisolation/ determine how adherence varies with the

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 52 13-Aug20

length d an isolation period and practical
incentives for isolation. SAGE reiterated tha

49



https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-16-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-16-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/news/testing-for-care-home-visitors-gets-underway/
https://www.gov.scot/news/testing-for-care-home-visitors-gets-underway/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-3-december-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-3-december-2020/
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20201202_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_Care_Home_Visiting.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20201202_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_Care_Home_Visiting.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-can-claim-self-isolation-support-grant/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-can-claim-self-isolation-support-grant/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/news/reduction-in-self-isolation/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-51-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-13-august-2020

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved

reduced from a test and release strategy could be

14 to 10 days SAGE 68 16-Now20 implemented.
SAGE 68considered the use of LFT or PCR
tests to reduce/replace quarantine by repea
testing upon tracing. Contacts kfiown index
cases are currently required to quarantine f
14 days. As previously advised, a shorter
period might be more effective in reducing
transmission if it results in more people
coming forward for testing and/or improves
adherence to quarantine (8eSAGE 67).
However, there is a tradeff with increased
transmission risk from those who are still
infectious beyond the end of the quarantine
period. Significant uncertainty exists arounc
the modelling, so piloting is needed before
any decision shouldebtaken.

15-Dec20 Strategy and Scottish Government documents:

Key Milestone | capacity First regional hub laboratory goes live

First regional

laboratory hub Scottish Government Cowvitd Advisory Group:

opens https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment

covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes3-december2020/

23-Dec20 Surveillance Health Scottish Government documents: SAGE 69Wastewater surveillance is a cest

Expansion of Secretary Jeane https://www.gov.scot/news/communitytestingto-be- effective method to detect the presence of

wastewater Freeman; SEPA| introducedfrom-january/ SARSC0V2 viral RNA in wastewater and to

sampling Scottish Water identify diversity of SARG0V2 strains

surveillance between and within cities. SAGE noted plan

to use wastewater sampling to support mas
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-68-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-november-2020/sixty-eighth-sage-meeting-on-covid-19-16-november-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/first-regional-hub-laboratory-goes-live/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-3-december-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-3-december-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-testing-to-be-introduced-from-january/
https://www.gov.scot/news/community-testing-to-be-introduced-from-january/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
https://www.gov.scot/publications/cowd-vaccinegesting testing across various cities in Englavébrk
programmeshealth-secretarysstatementwednesday23- is underway to better understand how
december/ wastewater surveillance can be used in are
with a high proportion of asymptomatic
SAGE and related papers: individuals, for example universities, as well
SAGE 69 19-Now20 as in settings such as schools, hospitals an
high-density accommodation. Current
Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group: measurements and comparison with test an
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment trace suggest that detection is typically at
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes30-december2020 least as good as 1 infected person in 1,000,
though this is dependent on local plumbing,
and on the significant variability in faecal
shedding rates of SAR®V2 from
individuals.
02-Feb21 Selfisolation Social Security | Scottish Government documents:
Financial Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/morepeople-supportedto-self
support for ShirleyAnne isolate/
people self Somerville
isolating
23 Feb 2021
Key Decision Updated Scottish Government documents: This document updates the originatrategic
Decision strategic CoronavirugCOVIEBL9): Strategic Framework update Frameworkto take account of important
making framework February 2021 developments, including:
framework: new andhighly infectious strains of the virus
Scottish Scottish Government Cow® Advisory Group: progress with the vaccination redlut
Government https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottiskgovernment
publish covid19-advisorygroup-minutes18-february2021/ The strategic intent remains: to suppress th
the updated virus to the lowest possible level and keep i
Strategic Evidence syntheses: there, while striving to return to a more
Framework BunsJetal (2021)nt er nat i onal t r av| normallife for as many people asssible.

setting out the

measures to contain the CO
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-vaccines-testing-programmes-health-secretarys-statement-wednesday-23-december/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-vaccines-testing-programmes-health-secretarys-statement-wednesday-23-december/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-vaccines-testing-programmes-health-secretarys-statement-wednesday-23-december/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-69-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-19-november-2020/sixty-ninth-sage-meeting-on-covid-19-19-november-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-supported-to-self-isolate/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-people-supported-to-self-isolate/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-18-february-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-18-february-2021/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013717.pub2/full
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/

Service Delivery|
for the Scottish
Fire and Rescue

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved

broad order of The Framework explains how all of the tools

priority for re- Pang J K et al (2021) Probability and estimatddaisSARS | available will be used to achieve these aimg

opening and the CoV2 transmission in the air travel system vacchnation

conditions that testing and contact tracinfrest and

need to bemet Grépin KA et al (2021) Evidence of the effectiveness of trd Protect)

to start lifting related measures during the early phase of the C@GMID protective measures and the levels system

restrictions. pandemic:a rapid systematic review travel restrictiongo reduce the risk of new
cases and strains coming into Scotland
(importation measures)
ensuring adherence to the rules and
guidance(adherence to measures)
support for people and businesses
The document does not provide fixed dates
because there are too many uncertainties.
Instead, i sets out the conditions that need
to be met to start lifting restrictions in a safe
way.
It providesdetails of the broad order of
priority for re-opening with the main priority
continuing to be educationlt espouses a
gradual easing of restrictions on other areag
of life as the virus is suppressed.

26-Feb21 Strategy and Public Health Scottish Government documents:

Testing made | capacity Minister Mairi https://www.gov.scot/news/firestationtesting-expansion

more accessible Gougeon; complete/

in remote rural Assistant Chief

areas, in Officer Stuart Health and Sport Committee correspondence: (This letter

partnership Stevens, about rural acessibility in general, not specifically this

with SFRS Director of initiative)

Letter from Cab Sec for Health and Sport to Convener of
Health and Sport Committee, 22 Dec 2020
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893921001745?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893921001745?via%3Dihub
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33722793/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33722793/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33722793/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/vaccinations/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/protective-measures-and-our-levels-approach/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/importation-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/adherence-to-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/adherence-to-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/providing-care-and-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/protective-measures-and-our-levels-approach/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/pages/protective-measures-and-our-levels-approach/
https://www.gov.scot/news/fire-station-testing-expansion-complete/
https://www.gov.scot/news/fire-station-testing-expansion-complete/
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20201222_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_re_rural_test_kits.pdf
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20201222_Ltr_IN_from_CabSecHS_re_rural_test_kits.pdf

Key events
(with dates)

Topic

Main
body/persons
involved

Relevant documents

Commentary

Service (SFRS);
Coast Guard

17-Mar-21:Key

Strategy and

Health

Scottish Government documents:

SAGE 96 noted that there should be no

Decision capacity; Secretary Jeang https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotland$esting complacency around the risk posed by furth
Update to surveillance Freeman strategyupdate-march2021/ viral evolution. Ensuring sufficient testing ar
strategy; sequencing capacity to monitor for variants
genomic https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlanddestingstrategy and capability to characterise new varta
surveillance update/ and conduct predictive vaccinology is crucig
SAGE noted recent discussions on the
Public Health Scotland paper: significant level of infections sequenced anc
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/college/journal/publicealth- border surveillance measures that are
scotlandfirst-yearsuccesseandlessons required to identify new variants within
specified timeframes following their
SAGE and related papers: emergence.
SAGE 96-14-Oct21
Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottislgovernment
covid-19-advisay-group-minutes30-december2020
26-Apr-21: Strategy and Chief Medical Scottish Government documents:
Everyone in capacity Officer Dr https://www.gov.scot/news/requlafrapid-testingfor-
Scotland now Gregor Smith everyone/

has access to
asymptomatic
testing

Fol request:

Lateral flow device testing universal accessibility rollout

communication: FOI releagriblished 10 Aug 21

09-Jun21:
Improved

Strategy and
capacity

Heath Secretary

Humza Yousaf;

Scottish Government documents:
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-testing-strategy-update-march-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-testing-strategy-update/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-testing-strategy-update/
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/college/journal/public-health-scotland-first-year-successes-and-lessons
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/college/journal/public-health-scotland-first-year-successes-and-lessons
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-96-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-14-october-2021/sage-96-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-14-october-2021
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/regular-rapid-testing-for-everyone/
https://www.gov.scot/news/regular-rapid-testing-for-everyone/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100199872/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100199872/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
access to Professor Harry | https://www.gov.scot/news/rapidtest-kits-rolled-out-to-
asymptomatic McQuillan, pharmacies/
testing, Community
community Pharmacy
pharmacies Scotland
03-Jui21 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents:
Changes to capacity Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/testand-protect-to-prioritise-

contact tracing
procedures in
response to
increasing case
numbers

Humza Yousaf

high-risk-cases/

News article:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland57705375

Scottish Government Covitd Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisltgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes27-may-2021/

04-Jul21 Fewer

Strategy and

News article:

people using capacity https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland57715950

Protect

Scotland app

09-Jui21 Strategy and Health ScottishGovernment documents:

Contact tracing | capacity Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/morestaff-to-bolstertest-and

workforce Humza Yousaf | protect/

increased to

cope with rising

case numbers

23-Jul2l Selfisolation Scottish Government documents: SAGE 83Modelling shows that daily testing

Testing replaces
selfisolation for
essential staff in
critical roles

https://www.gov.scot/news/selfisolationrules/

SAGE and related papers:
SAGE 83 11-Mar-21

SPIM-O: Statement on daily contact ti#sg, 3 March 2021

of contacts may be a suitable altextive to
guarantine in some situations, and provide
other benefits (less days missed school etc
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https://www.gov.scot/news/rapid-test-kits-rolled-out-to-pharmacies/
https://www.gov.scot/news/rapid-test-kits-rolled-out-to-pharmacies/
https://www.gov.scot/news/test-and-protect-to-prioritise-high-risk-cases/
https://www.gov.scot/news/test-and-protect-to-prioritise-high-risk-cases/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-57705375
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-27-may-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-27-may-2021/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-57715950
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-staff-to-bolster-test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/news/more-staff-to-bolster-test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/news/self-isolation-rules/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sage-meetings-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-o-statement-on-daily-contact-testing-3-march-2021

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved

KCL and Bristol: Engagement with daily testing irdstefa
quarantine following possible exposure to SARS2, 11
March 2021
Comparative performance of SARS Qdsteral flow antigen
tests demonstrates their utility for high sensitivity detection
of infectious virus in clinical specimens, 11 March 2021
CMMID: Daily testing of contacts: adherence, number of
tests, speed of tracing, and laterfdw test sensitivity, 11
March 2021
Scottish Government Cowvitd Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottisigovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutesb-august2021-2/
Fol requests:
COVIEL9 close contact isolation: FOI relegméblished 6 Oct
21

24-Jul21 Strategy and News article:

Fewer people | capacity https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland57941343

using Protect

Scotland app

09-Aug21 Selfisolation Scottish Government documents:

Vaccinated https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlaneo-move-beyondlevel

close contacts 0/

no longer

required to self
isolate
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/kcl-and-bristol-engagement-with-daily-testing-instead-of-quarantine-following-possible-exposure-to-sars-cov-2-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/kcl-and-bristol-engagement-with-daily-testing-instead-of-quarantine-following-possible-exposure-to-sars-cov-2-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/kcl-and-bristol-engagement-with-daily-testing-instead-of-quarantine-following-possible-exposure-to-sars-cov-2-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/comparative-performance-of-sars-cov-2-lateral-flow-antigen-tests-demonstrates-their-utility-for-high-sensitivity-detection-of-infectious-virus-in-clin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/comparative-performance-of-sars-cov-2-lateral-flow-antigen-tests-demonstrates-their-utility-for-high-sensitivity-detection-of-infectious-virus-in-clin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/comparative-performance-of-sars-cov-2-lateral-flow-antigen-tests-demonstrates-their-utility-for-high-sensitivity-detection-of-infectious-virus-in-clin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cmmid-daily-testing-of-contacts-adherence-number-of-tests-speed-of-tracing-and-lateral-flow-test-sensitivity-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cmmid-daily-testing-of-contacts-adherence-number-of-tests-speed-of-tracing-and-lateral-flow-test-sensitivity-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cmmid-daily-testing-of-contacts-adherence-number-of-tests-speed-of-tracing-and-lateral-flow-test-sensitivity-11-march-2021
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-5-august-2021-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-5-august-2021-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100231198/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-57941343
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotland-to-move-beyond-level-0/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotland-to-move-beyond-level-0/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
24-Aug21 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents:
Changes to capacity Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/supportingest-and-protect/

contact tracing
procedures in

Humza Yousaf

the light of

increasing case

numbers

25-Now-21 Strategy and Health Scottish Government documents:

Scottish capacity Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/contacitracingworkforce-

Government Humza Yosaf safequarded/

announce

future plans for

contact tracing

workforce

06-Dec21 Capacity Deputy First Scottish Government documents:

Negative LFD Minister John https://www.gov.scot/news/negativeiest-becomespart-of-

can now be Swinney; certificationscheme/

used as National

alternative to Contact Tracing| https://www.gov.scot/news/negativeest-addedto-

proof of Centre certification/

vacciration for

entry to venues Scottish Government Cowvitd Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottiskgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes19-november2021/

07-Dec21

Travel Travel Transport Scottish Government documents: Reintroduction of requirement for pre

restrictions to restrictions Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/predeparturetest- departure test- People arriving in Scotland

delay the Michael requirementfor-travel/ from abroad will need to take prdeparture

importation of Matheson COVIEL9 tests to help stem the spread of th

Omicron omicron vaiant. International travellers will

have to provide a negative pmeparture test

56


https://www.gov.scot/news/supporting-test-and-protect/
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-workforce-safeguarded/
https://www.gov.scot/news/contact-tracing-workforce-safeguarded/
https://www.gov.scot/news/negative-test-becomes-part-of-certification-scheme/
https://www.gov.scot/news/negative-test-becomes-part-of-certification-scheme/
https://www.gov.scot/news/negative-test-added-to-certification/
https://www.gov.scot/news/negative-test-added-to-certification/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-november-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-19-november-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/news/pre-departure-test-requirement-for-travel/
https://www.gov.scot/news/pre-departure-test-requirement-for-travel/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
taken two days before travelling, in addition
to a negative PCR test on or before day twg
after arrival, under measures agreed on a
four nation basis.
11-Dec21 Selfisolation Scottish Government documents:
Tighteningof Coronavirus (COWI®) update: First Minister's staient—
seltisolation 10 December 2021
rules (Omicron)
Scottish Government Covit® Advisory Group:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottiskgovernment
covid-19-advisorygroup-minutes2-december2021/
29-Dec21 Strategy and Scottish Government documents:
Changes to capacity https://www.gov.scot/news/actionto-focustest-and
testing priorities protect-on-those-at-highestrisk/
in the light of
increasing case
numbers
03-Jan22 Mass | To enable Education Scottish Government documents: SAGE 99Testing before attending any
asymptomatic | schools to Secretary https://www.gov.scot/news/returningto-schootsafely/ gathering or event (including at workplaces
testing for reopen and to | ShirleyAnne and schools) is highly desirable, with isolatig
school pupils limit the spread | Somerville; SAGE and related papers: to follow if the test is positive. The negative
and staff of Omicron Chief Medical | SAGE 9916-Dec21 predictive value of a negative test declines i
Officer a matter ofhours, so a test should be
Professor Sir Fol requests: conducted as close to a meeting or event ag
Gregor Smith COVIEL9 contact tracing and sei$olation procedures for possible. Testing after attending a gathering

schools: FOI releagblished 1 Jul 21

COVIBL9 test and tracing within schools: FOI release
published 28 Oct 20

COVIBL9 Positive cases for students and teashé&Ol
releasepublished 13 Jan 21

or event is also important, with isolation of
positive cases and contact tracing following
Lateral flow devices are helpful at an
individual level, but they can also be used a
group level. If there is one positive test withi
a group (such as a household) there is a
significant chance that others are already

57


https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-10-december-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-speech-10-december-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-december-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-december-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/news/action-to-focus-test-and-protect-on-those-at-highest-risk/
https://www.gov.scot/news/action-to-focus-test-and-protect-on-those-at-highest-risk/
https://www.gov.scot/news/returning-to-school-safely/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-99-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-december-2021/sage-99-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-16-december-2021
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000110461/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000110461/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000091787/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000099242/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000099242/

Key events Topic Main Relevant documents Commentary
(with dates) body/persons
involved
infected, even if not yet testing positive. If
Evidence synthesis: one person from a group tests pitive prior
A scoping review of the experience of implementing to an event or gathering, then none should
population testing for SARS0V2 - ScienceDirect attend. Ensuring sufficient testing capacity
(including maintaining fast turnaround times
for results) will be essential if testing
measures are to be effective. If testing is no
possible, physicalistancing, wearing of faee
coverings, and environmental interventions
may need to increase further to compensate
The same is true if, or when, contact tracing
capacity is exceeded.
06-Jan22 Seltisolation Scottish Government documents:
Symptomfree https://www.gov.scot/news/selfisolationand-testing-
cases can end changes/
seltisolation

with 2 negative
LFDtests; fully
vaccinated closeg
contacts do not
need to sel
isolate (daily

LFD)
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.gov.scot/news/self-isolation-and-testing-changes/
https://www.gov.scot/news/self-isolation-and-testing-changes/

Relevant evidence syntheses

Title of review

Date of publicatior]
(or date on
document if not
published)

\Very brief details of what
the review covers (review
question, not findings)

Link

A rapid systematic review of
measures to protect older peopli
in longterm care facilities from
COVIBL9

18 October 2021

Rapid review examining
the impact of mass testin|
in longterm care facilities
on controlling the spread
of COVIEL9

A rapid systematic review|
of measures to protect
older people in longerm
care facilities from COVAC
19 | BMJ Open

A scoping review of the
experience of implementing
population testing for SARS0\2

01 September
2021

A scoping reviewssessin
the performance of
different testing modalitie:
(eg: drivethrough, home
visiting, mobile testing,
indoor walkthrough
centres and outdoor walk
though centres)

A scoping review of the
experience of
implementing population
testing for SARE0V2 -
ScienceDirect

apps for SARGoV2: a rapid
systematic review

the effectiveness of digita
contact tracing in reducini
the spread of SARS0V2

IAccuracy of novel antigen rapid [12 August 2021 |Systematic review IAccuracy of novel antigen
diagnostics for SARSOV2: A evaluating the utility of [rapid diagnostis for SARS
living systematic review and mef rapid antigen tests for  [CoM2: A living systematic
analysis early diagnosis of COMVIDreview and metaanalysis
19. PubMed (nih.gov)
Updated link (norEnglish)|
Universitatsklinikum
Heidelberg: Diagnostics
Global Health (uni
heidelberg.de)
Effectiveness of contact tracing (12 July 2021 Rapid review evaluating [Effectiveness of contact

tracing apps for SARSOV
2: a rapid systematic
review- PubMed (nih.gov)

Rapid Diagnostic Testing for
COVIBL9 in a fully vaccinated
population

18 June 2021

A rapid systemat review

Rapid Diagnostic Testing

on the use and

COVIBLY in a fully

effectiveness of rapid

vaccinated population

diagnostic testing (RDT) i

(sporevidencealliance.ca)

a fully vaccinated
population including what
international guidance
exists concerning this top
and social and economic
considerations surroundir
this

Public Health and Health Systen
Impacts of SARS0\,2 Variants o

Concern

06 June 2021

Rapid scoping review
related to variants of

Public Health and Health
Systems Impacts of SARS

concern.transmission,

Co\¢2 Variants of Concerr

public health (including

(sporevidencealliance.ca)
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https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/10/e047012
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621002468?via%3Dihub
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34383750/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34383750/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34383750/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34383750/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34383750/
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/diagnostics-global-health
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/diagnostics-global-health
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/diagnostics-global-health
https://www.klinikum.uni-heidelberg.de/diagnostics-global-health
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34253676/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34253676/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34253676/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34253676/
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Rapid-Diagnostic-Testing-COVID-19-in-fully-vaccinated_Final-Report_2021.06.18.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Rapid-Diagnostic-Testing-COVID-19-in-fully-vaccinated_Final-Report_2021.06.18.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Rapid-Diagnostic-Testing-COVID-19-in-fully-vaccinated_Final-Report_2021.06.18.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Rapid-Diagnostic-Testing-COVID-19-in-fully-vaccinated_Final-Report_2021.06.18.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Public-Health-and-Health-Systems-Impacts-of-COVID-19-VOC_2021.06.04.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Public-Health-and-Health-Systems-Impacts-of-COVID-19-VOC_2021.06.04.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Public-Health-and-Health-Systems-Impacts-of-COVID-19-VOC_2021.06.04.pdf
https://sporevidencealliance.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Public-Health-and-Health-Systems-Impacts-of-COVID-19-VOC_2021.06.04.pdf

Title of review

Date of publicatior|

\Very brief details of what

Link

to mitigate the spread of COVD
19: a systematic review

(or date on the review covers (review
document if not [question, not findings)
published)
testing, contact tracing ar|
outbreak management),
and health systems
Effective public health measureq29 May 2021 Systematic review of Effective public health

epidemiological studies
that investigated the effed
of the implemented publiq
health measures on the
spread of COVHD9

measures to mitigate the
spread of COVHDI: a
systematic review
PubMed (nih.gov)

Rapi d,
mol ecul
di agnosi s

point-o
ar - bas e/
of B/

24 March 2021

Systematic review
focussing on the
performance of different
rapid point of care antigel
and molecular tests in
detecting COVIR9
infection.

Rpid, point,
antigen and

based tests for diagnosis
SARS-CoV-2 i
Dinnes, 3 2021 | Cochran
Library

Falsenegative results of initial R
PCR assays for COMIx A
systematic review

10 December 202

Systematic review
providing the pooled
estimates of falsgositive
test results produced by
RFPCR tests.

Falsenegative results of
initial RFPCR assays for
COVIBL9: A systematic

review- PubMed (nih.gov)

ViralCultures for Coronavirus
Disease 2019 Infectivity
IAssessment: A Systematic Revi

06 December 202

Systematic review
exploring correlation
between the PCR results
and infectivity

Viral Culturesdr
Coronavirus Disease 201!
Infectivity Assessment: A
Systematic Review
PubMed (nih.gov)

At what times during infection is
SARSEC0V2 detectable and no
longer detectable using RACR
based tests? A systematic reviey
of individual participant data

04 November 202|

Systematic review
involving individual
participant date from
longitudinal studies to
estimate the percentage (
positive test results by
time and the duration of
detectable virus, by
anatomical sampling sites

At what times during
infection is SARS0V2
detectable and no longer
detectable using RPCR
based tests? A systematic
review of individual
participant data- PubMed
(nih.gov)

Uni versal screc
2 infection: arapid review

15 September 202

A rapid review assessing
the effectiveness of
universal screening for
SARS-CoV- 2
compared with no
screening and accuracy ¢
universal screening in
people who have not

Universal screening for
SARS-CoV- 2
rapid review-
\Viswanathan, M 2020 |
Cochrane Library

presented to clinical care
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34051769/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34051769/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34051769/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34051769/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34051769/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013705.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013705.pub2/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013705.pub2/full
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